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EPISCOPATE CONGRESS 
SUPPORTS MISSIONS 


The Episcopate Congress of 2004 listened intently 
to the Archbishop as he gave his annual Congress 
Address. In it he stated that the Episcopate Council 
was not proposing an increase in membership dues 
but was promoting that each individual 18 and older 
should become a financially-supporting member of 
the parish. This exhortation has been stated annually 
but with little result. 

At the section of “New Business,” delegates brought 
up two matters for discussion: extended support for 
the Hierarchal Travel Fund and broader support for 
the Missions Department. Until the Congress, one 
dollar from each membership was given either to the 
Department of Missions in Canada or The United 
States. The travel fund was covered by parishes either 
with a donation or actual coverage of travel expense. 

After interesting but not heated debate, the del- 
egates voted to support both the Missions and the 
Travel Funds by increasing membership dues by ten 
dollars. Half of this will go to the Department of 
Missions and the other half to the Travel Fund. An 
amount of dollars will go to the Department of Mis- 
sions, Canada according to the number of faithful as 
will the same for the Department of Missions in the 
USA. 

The Travel fund increase covers only travel ex- 
penses, not accommodations. 

The Congress passed that the ten dollar increase is 
due in 2005 at the beginning of the year when the 
annual membership list and dues are sent to the Chan- 
cery Office. Thus, per capita membership to the Epis- 
copate is $60.00 US funds. 
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THE LIFE oF St. DEMETRIUS OF BASARABOV 
Commemorated October 27 


Saint Demetrius of Basarabov, also called Demetrius 
the New of Bucharest, lived during the twelfth and 
thirteenth centuries. He was born in the Wallachian 
village of Basarabov in the Lom River valley, south of 
the Danube. From childhood, Demetrius was zealous 
in prayer. He loved the Church, increasing his love 
with fasting, silence, and humility. To care for his 
younger brothers, after the death of their parents, he 
became the village’s cowherd. His service to his fam- 
ily would presage the aid the Saint would grant to all 
his Romanian brethren. Once while herding cattle, he 
stepped unknowingly on a bird’s nest, killing the nest- 
lings. Out of a stricken conscience, for three years he 
wore no shoe on the foot that had taken the little life. 
How early God bestowed on this chosen child awe for 
life, great and small! 

Once his brothers were grown, Demetrius entered a 
monastery near his village, where he spent many of 
his years. In his devoted love for Christ and the Church, 
in humility, he surpassed all his brethren. He ate once 
every two or three days, slept little, and possessed 
only two monastic garments and the Psalter. Yet ever 
desiring the Lord and following the example of the 
great hermits, Demetrius received a blessing from his 
abbot to withdraw to the wilderness. He retreated to a 
cave near the Lom River, where God only knows his 
feats of asceticism. After years of this angelic living, 
Demetrius was granted the knowledge of his coming 
departure from this world. Therefore, the Saint with- 
drew further to a place between two stones. It was in 
this naturally-hewn tomb that Demetrius reposed. 
Commemorating his hermitic life, his Akathist calls 
him a “beautiful sun of the holy cave.” 

All the while, his brethren in the monastery had 
forgotten about the hermit, and his body remained 
hidden for years. Only when a great rain came and the 
Lom River rose were the stones washed away, mi- 
raculously revealing the body of St. Demetrius. “Re- 
joice, the one who sanctified the waters of the Lom,” 
says his Akathist. Among the Saint’s miracles down 
to the present day are his intercessions for rain during 
periods of drought. But the Saint is known for much 
more. Even the discovery of his relics demonstrates 
the many gifts of healing St. Demetrius dispenses. 

A certain girl was possessed by a demon; she had 
never been well. One night, St. Demetrius appeared to 
her in a dream, saying, “Child, if your parents will 
take me out of the water, I will cure you.” That night, 
the villagers searched the place of the Saint’s repose 
and uncovered Basarabov’s true treasure. The relics 
were taken to the local church, and ever since the 
faithful have gathered around them in pilgrimage. 
Though the first healing attributed to St. Demetrius 
was the oppressed girl, many following have received 
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healing and consolation from the wonderworking phy- 
sician. 

Fame of the miracles of St. Demetrius spread to a 
prince of Romania, who, learning of the Saint’s effi- 
cacy, sent priests and boyars to take his relics to 
Bucharest. They were unable to move his relics, how- 
ever, this being against the wish of St. Demetrius. He 
had always loved his native area, where God Himself 
had placed him. In frustration and bewilderment, the 
prince’s agents decided to allow the Saint himself to 
decide where he was to rest. To determine this, his 
relics were placed in a wagon and yoked to two un- 
trained oxen. Astonishingly, the oxen returned to 
Basarabov, the Saint’s own village where St. Demetrius 
would remain for another two centuries healing and 
consoling his fellow villagers. In respect of the Saint’s 
wishes, the prince then built a new church in Basarabov 
to house the holy relics. 

Plans to move St. Demetrius did not end in that 
episode, however. Others, too, attempted to take the 
Saint from his village, further proving his devotion 
and protection for the people of Basarabov. Once, two 
sisters of Cernavoda secretly took a particle from the 
Saint’s body while venerating him. They intended to 
bring the relic to their church. When they got into 
their wagon, though, the horses refused to return. 
Only when the sisters replaced the particle and re- „ 
pented did their horses set off for Cernavoda. It seems 
as if St. Demetrius had shown such great respect for 
animal-kind in his repentance over the nestlings, that 
the horses, in gratitude, respected the wish of the 
Saint to remain unmoved. 

In another attempt, a monk named Lawrence tore 
away a piece of the Saint’s hand, again while vener- 
ating. Immediately, he lost his ability to speak. Only 
after begging forgiveness was the monk’s speech re- 
stored. Many years later, during the Russo-Turkish 
War of 1769-1774, the Russian General Peter Saltikov 
took the relics of St. Demetrius, intending to bring 
them to Russia. But through the mediation of a pious 
believer, the relics were returned to Romania. It was 
only then that they were placed in the Metropolitan 
cathedral in Bucharest, where they rest today. Of these 
unsuccessful removals, St. Demetrius’ Akathist reads, 
“Rejoice, the strength of the humbled sisters. Rejoice, 
that you taught them to glorify holy things. Rejoice, 
for you taught Lawrence who lacked wisdom. Re- 
joice, that you teach all to come humbly praying to 

ou.” 
4 Though St. Demetrius was steadfast toward his 
people and homeland, his efficacy poured out to all 
who asked for his aid. In 1955, there was a couple 
living in the suburbs of Bucharest. The husband had 
Cont. on page 15 
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55" AROY 
CONFERENCE IN 
SUMMARY 


A successful 55* Conference of the American Ro- 
manian Orthodox Youth (AROY) was held Septem- 
ber 3™ to September 5* at the Presentation of Our 
Lord Orthodox Church in Fairlawn, Ohio. The week- 
end began on Friday morning as the Delegates gath- 
ered to celebrate the Divine Liturgy served by V. Rev. 
Fr. Constantin Tofan. Later that night, friends gath- 
ered in the pavilion at the church for a complimentary 
reception of appetizers and pizza. The evening was 
filled with the fun of a bonfire, catching up with old 
friends, and meeting others from across the country. 
Young people could be seen talking, playing basket- 
ball, and roasting marshmallows with people they had 
known all of their lives as well as those they had just 
met. 

Meetings convened Saturday morning and contin- 
ued throughout the day. The chapters in attendance 
were Ak-ROY (Akron, OH), Arizona AROY (Phoe- 
nix, AZ), Canton AROY (Canton, OH), Cathedral 
AROY (Southfield, MI), Cleveland AROY (Cleve- 
land, OH), Holy Cross AROY (Hermitage, PA), Holy 
Nativity AROY (Chicago, IL), LA-ROY (Los Ange- 
les, CA), Pomona AROY (Pomona, CA), SPA-ROY 
(St. Paul, MN), Sts. Peter and Paul AROY (Dearborn, 
MI), and Youngstown AROY (Youngstown, OH). 

In addition to discussing the annual business of the 
organization, the delegates broke up into smaller 
workshop groups, headed by a National Board mem- 
ber, in order to discuss the current path and future 
goals of AROY. These workshops were an excellent 
way for new and old AROY members to voice opin- 
ions, ask questions, and develop a clearer idea about 
the organization of which they are a vital part. When 
the meetings adjourned, the Delegates participated in 
Vespers and Confession. 

Saturday evening a crowd of over two hundred 
attended a Caribbean theme event at the pavilion. 
People came dressed in bright colors, Hawaiian shirts, 
and grass skirts. They enjoyed a traditional luau menu 
of spit-roasted pig, rice, and pineapple cake. Some 
spent the night dancing, while others reminisced around 
a bonfire. 

The Hierarchal Divine Liturgy was celebrated on 
Sunday by His Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel as- 
sisted by: V. Rev. Fr. Constantin Tofan, Fr. Ian Pac- 
Urar and Fr. Anton Frunza. The parish was also blessed 
with the ordination of Deacon Wayne Wright, a mem- 
ber of the Presentation Parish. An appetizer reception 
was held for everyone in the social hall immediately 
after the Divine Liturgy, followed by a Grand Ban- 
quet where three new chapters: Pomona, Los Angeles, 
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and St. Paul were presented with their charters. That 
night, the Grand Cotillion Ball was held in the Ball- 
room of the Hilton Hotel. The presentation included 
fifteen girls: Ashley Rice, Jennifer Yates, Veronica 
Francu, Danielle Kuharik, Stephanie Treharne, Chris- 
tina Popa, Flavia Bleahu, Paula Iures, Viorica 
McLaughlin, Christine Placinta, Ginger Miroy, An- 
gela Salmons, Anica Radu, Andrea Nemes, and Allison 
Salmons who came.from chapters across the United 
States. The remainder of the evening was filled with 
dancing as everyone enjoyed the final night of this 
year’s convention. 

Alexandra Pac-Urar 


2004 ARFORA 
NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 
LENTEN RETREAT 


Create in me a clean heart, O God; 


and renew a right spirit within me. 
Psalm 51:10 


The cycle of the Orthodox Calendar is once again 
approaching the Nativity of Our Lord. As with the 
Paschal Lenten retreats, ARFORA asks you to take 
the opportunity during this time in the Church year to 
devote one day for a retreat to prepare ourselves to 
celebrate the Birth of Christ, our Lord and Savior. 

We do this by devoting a Saturday before Lent 
begins or one of the first Saturdays of Lent for a 
retreat, which this year is November 6, 13 or 20 or 
whenever your auxiliary can plan the retreat. On be- 
half of His Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel, and V. 
Rev. Fr. Constantin Tofan, Spiritual Advisor to 
ARFORA, I would like to remind all parish and mis- 
sion priests, and all presidents of the Ladies Auxilia- 
ries, to work together to plan a special day of reflec- 
tion as we prepare for the Nativity of Christ. In those 
communities where there may be more than one Or- 
thodox parish, this can be a special opportunity for the 


various Auxiliaries to come together for a day of 


prayer, spiritual enlightenment and fellowship. 
An example of the retreat day can be: 

Morning Liturgy 

Continental breakfast 

Presentation/speaker followed by questions 
and answers 

Lunch and quiet time 

Presentation/speaker followed by questions 
and answers 

Closing prayer or Vespers 

Farewells 


Don’t let this beautiful time of year, the Nativity of 
Our Lord, pass by without your personal spiritual 


preparation for the Blessed Season. 
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ROMANIAN PATRIARCHATE RESPONDS 
REGARDING BisHop POLICARP MORUSCA 


Grass Lake, MI — His Beatitude Patriarch Teoctist 
of Romania has officially notified His Eminence Arch- 
bishop Nathaniel that the Holy Synod of the Church 
of Romania will examine our request with regard to 
the return of the earthly remains of our first Bishop 
Policarp Morusca (1935-1958). This comes in response 
to a memorandum presented to the Patriarchate by the 
71* Congress of the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate 
of America, held July 4, 2003. 

The address is dated September 30, 2004 and re- 
states the fact that Bishop Policarp was the first Bishop 
for the Romanian American diocese “undivided and 
separated” and founder of today’s bishop’s See, Vatra 
Romaneasca. It also underlines the symbolic impor- 
tance of this Bishop for the spiritual unity of the 
Romanian Orthodox dioceses which since 1993 have 
been engaged in dialogue and concelebration. The 
Congress of the Episcopate, held on July 2004, reaf- 


TENTH ANNIVERSARY 
OF LIGONIER SYNOD 


The meaning of the word, “synod,” literally means 
“together along the same road.” Thus, a “Holy Synod” 
is a meeting of those who have a holy purpose and 
work together as a single mind, heart and soul. The 
Holy Synod of an Autocephalous Church is the unity 
of all the hierarchs of a nation acting as the voice for 
the entire local Church. Each autocephalous and au- 
tonomous Church has a Holy Synod. 

In North America, there exist a number of “Syn- 
ods,” which because of their composition of conse- 
crated hierarchs, can be called “Holy Synods.” This 
strange phenomenon of a multiplicity of various gath- 
erings of hierarchs, gathering as it is separately one 
from the other, is an absurdity in the life of the Church. 

Letting aside the claim of the Orthodox Church in 
America to be the Autocephalous Church (we believe 
that it is not “An autocephalous” but “The autocephalous 
Church), the existence of these parallel synods (which, 
in fact are extensions of Synods outside the borders of 
Canada and the United States) makes no canonical nor 
practical sense. If the purpose of a synod is to work as 
one, how can there be a multiplicity of “ones” work- 
ing independently from each other? 

There exists a non-canonical gathering of some 
hierarchs, actually the “primates” (another strange title 
in our American hodge-podge) called SCOBA. Al- 
though the representation is outlandish in distribution 
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firmed its previous request, both as an act of spiritual 
unity and justice to the wronged Hierarch and his 
flock in America. Bishop Policarp was forcefully de- 
tained at the end of WW II and marginalized in 1948. 
In spite of this, our Episcopate continued to regard 
him as our ruling Bishop until 1958 when he was 
called to the Lord. 

The Spiritual Leader of the Church of Romania, 
His Beatitude Teoctist, concludes his letter imparting 
blessings to the members of the Congress and reassur- 
ing them of a response as soon as the issue will be 
studied by the Holy Synod. The letter points to the 
fact that the Church of Romania displays some readi- 
ness to come to terms with the past. It is also a proof 
that the dialogue started a decade ago continues and is 
a reason for renewed hope. 

Rey. Fr. Remus Grama 
Representative for External Affairs of the Episcopate 


(some voting primates have less then three parishes!), 
it is also ineffective because it gathers at whim and 
will. There is no conformity to the canons which call 
the hierarchs in one nation to meet twice a year. 

Nevertheless, the grace of God is greater than the 
ignorance and narrowness of man, and He moved the 
hearts of a number of hierarchs to meet ten years ago 
in Ligonier, Pennsylvania to act as one, holy synod. 
The experience was tremendous and the discussions 
fruitful. It is appropriate then that at this tenth anni- 
versary of this meeting to give thanks to God for this 
grace which can overcome hard hearts and call to- 
gether the chief shepherds of his flock. 

Since then, however, like the rock in the desert, no 
fresh springs have gushed forth. We need the staff of 
Moses, the grace of God to again break through that 
crusty rock of obstinance, pride, selfishness and indif- 
ference, to hear the voice of the Lord that “All may be 
one, Father, even as we are one.” 


+NATHANIEL, Archbishop 
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WoRLp CHURCH 
NEws 


New Patriarch of Alexandria Elected 

The Orthodox Christian Mission Center (OCMC), 
St. Augustine, FL (October 12, 2004) - On October 9 
in Alexandria, Egypt, His Eminence Theodoros, Arch- 
bishop of Zimbabwe, was elected as the new Pope and 
Patriarch of Alexandria and All Africa. The Arch- 
bishop was unanimously chosen to succeed Patriarch 
Petros VII who lost his life, along with 16 others, in 
a tragic helicopter accident last month. Patriarch-elect 
Theodoros, 50 years old, was born on the island of 
Crete, where he first served as a parish priest in the 
late 1970s. Before becoming Metropolitan of Zimba- 
bwe in 2002, the Archbishop was elected as Metro- 
politan of Cameroon in 1997 like his predecessor 
Patriarch Petros VII. The election took place at Agios 
Savvas Church in Alexandria. Thirteen Metropolitans 
from across the African continent were present to vote 
for the new spiritual leader of an estimated 300,000 
Orthodox Christians in Africa. The enthronement will 
take place on October 24 in Alexandria. 


Explosion Damages Greek Orthodox Cathedral in 
Turkey 

CONSTANTINOPLE, Turkey (AP), October 8, 2004 
-An explosion shattered windows at the seat of the 
spiritual leader of the world’s Orthodox Christians in 
Constantinople—Istanbul—on Thursday [October 7], 
officials said. No one was injured. The explosive de- 
vice was placed on the roof of the church of St. Georgios 
where a similar device had been placed in 1997, a fact 
that has caused concern both to the Ecumenical Patri- 
archate and the authorities. The Cathedral’s windows 
and the main building of the Patriarchate complex 
were shattered. A terrorism police squad was investi- 
gating the cause of the blast, which came weeks after 
police clashed with hundreds of rock-throwing fanatic 
Turks who staged a protest outside the Patriarchate 
and burned an effigy of Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomaios I, whom far-right groups accuse of 
working against Turkish interests. The Patriarchate 
has been the target of a number of small attacks in the 
past, which has worked against Turkish interests as 
they strive towards E.U. membership. The explosion 
came one day after the E.U. agreed to open member- 
ship talks with predominantly Muslim Turkey, but 
called for humanitarian greater reforms, including 
expanding religious freedom and improving its treat- 
ment of non-Muslim minorities. Many right-wing Turks 
are suspicious of the Patriarchate because of its close 
ties with Greece, and also strongly oppose 
Bartholomaios’ efforts to reopen an Orthodox semi- 
nary that Turkish authorities closed in 1971. Greek 
Orthodox say the school is crucial for the education of 
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future leaders. Members of Turkey’s government have 
expressed support for reopening the school as they 
push forward with the country’s bid to join the E.U. 
Although few Greek Orthodox Christians remain in 
overwhelmingly Muslim Turkey, forced out years ago, 
the Patriarchate is still based in Constantinople 
(Istanbul). It dates from the Orthodox Greek Byzan- 
tine Empire, which collapsed when the Muslim Otto- 
man Turks conquered the city in 1453. Istanbul, then 
called and still referred to as Constantinople by Orthdox 
Christians, was the capital of the Byzantine Empire.... 


Church of Greece Discusses Revival of Female 
Deacons 

October 9, 2004 (Ekathimerini.com) - The Greek 
Orthodox Church seems to have taken tentative steps 
toward entertaining the possibility of inducting women 
into its order for the first time since the fifth century, 
after the Holy Synod said that the subject was broached 
during its meeting yesterday. The Church governing 
body said Bishop Chrysostomos of Halkida had initi- 
ated a discussion on the subject of the role of women 
in the Church and the revival of female deacons, who 
were part of the Church during the fourth and fifth 
centuries. Twelve bishops and Archbishop 
Christodoulos, the head of the Church of Greece, make 
up the Holy Synod. It was decided that women could 
be used as deacons in remote monasteries, at the dis- 
cretion of bishops. However, the Holy Synod ruled 
that the women would not be formally ordained. This 
outcome did not please some of the holy men. “The 
role of female deacons must be in society and not in 
the monasteries,” Chrysostomos, the bishop of Peristeri, 
is quoted as saying by the Athens News Agency (ANA). 
Other bishops felt there was no need to go any further 
than the Holy Synod had decided. “As far as I know, 
the induction of women into the police and the army 
was a failure and we want to return to this old mat- 
ter?” said Anthimos, bishop of Thessaloniki. Mean- 
while, the Hierarchs of the Church of Greece, a body 
made up of 62 bishops, voted against allowing Arch- 
bishop Christodoulos to meet with the pope, for the 
time being. Christodoulos had planned to spend time 
with Pope John Paul II during a forthcoming trip to 
Rome, to reciprocate the Pontiff’s ground-breaking 
official visit to Greece in 2001. After the vote, the 
archbishop was quoted as saying he still believed that 
the Church of Greece should be open to more progres- 
sive ideas. 


Vatican Inaugurates an Exhibition Dedicated to 

Stephen the Great 
VATICAN CITY, SEPT. 30, 2004 (Zenit.org) - 
John Paul II encouraged the dialogue between the 
Catholic and Orthodox Churches when he received 
Romanian President Ion Iliescu in audience. The 
president’s visit to the Vatican today served to inau- 
gurate an exhibition in the Vatican Museums dedi- 
Cont. on page 16 
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CLERGY WIVES 
RETREAT 2004 


The Church Fathers tell us that serving our Holy 
Church is “the most important discipline in develop- 
ing one’s spiritual life.” 

Each one of us Preotese is very unique in our per- 
sonality, experiences, careers and talents. How we use 
our gifts in the Church and in our families is as differ- 
ent as we each are. How we live our lives as preotese 
is also unique. As priests’ wives, we all share com- 
mon experiences and thus can learn from one another. 
Our retreat at the Vatra allows us to reach out to one 
another in friendship and share some of our thoughts 
and feelings. 

Once again, this year, our Hierarchs generously 
and kindly hosted the Preotese from all parts of North 
America. We were 18 that spent the weekend at the 
Vatra [Claudia Alexandrescu (Boston, MA), Miruna 
Banu (Ottawa, ON), Mihaela Balanean (Dearborn 
Heights, MI), Eugenia Cerghizan (St. Paul, MN), 
Marilena Cudritescu (Toronto, ON), Brindusa Grigoras 
(Philadelphia, PA), Eugenia Grigorescu (Romania), 
Karen Lesko (Pomona, CA), Doina Libotean (Phoe- 
nix, AZ), Liliana Lupu (Calgary, AB), Nicole Mitescu 
(Pomona, CA), Anca Moraru (Woonsocket, RI), 
Cristina Oanca (St. Paul, MN), Mary Lynn Pac-Urar 
(Akron, OH), Mary Ellen Rosco (Dearborn Heights, 
MI), Gabriela, Rosu (Warren, OH), Ramona Sabin 
(Detroit, MI), Janene Wey (Indianapolis, IN),]. On 
Saturday morning, Archbishop Nathaniel and Bishop 
Ireneu spoke to the ladies in the “big house” about our 
role and discussed some general concerns. The under- 
standing shown to the Preotese emphasized their sup- 
port and the importance of us serving our Holy Church 
as Orthodox Christian women. 

The weather was warm during the day and the stars 
were bright at night. The casual setting of this week- 
end allowed each one of us to speak to other ladies 
that walk the same road we do. Some of us are very 
young, some not so young, some from big parishes 
and some from small. But all in all, we found some- 
thing in common to discuss in a very warm and loving 
environment. What is it that we talk about? We talk 
about the accomplishments of our families; we talk 
about our successes in our careers and churches. What 
do we do? We find friends in people that may be 
different in many respects, but share the love for our 
Church and our parishes. Some of us left with plans 
for projects in the parish, some left with just a com- 
forting feeling that “there are other women just like 
me.” 

Thank you to Archbishop Nathaniel and Bishop 
Ireneu for recognizing and supporting the role of the 
Preotese by hosting us at the Vatra. We encourage all 
Preotese to come and experience the camaraderie, the 
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stillness of the weekend, and the support of our Church. 
Parishes, please support your Preoteasa to come to 
this Retreat. 


We all look forward to next year! 
“Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law 
of Christ.” (Galatians 6:2) 
Psa. Lillian Lupu 


3RD ANNUAL DAY OF 
RECOLLECTION 


Sponsored by the 
Fellowship of Orthodox Christians 
United in Service (FOCUS) 


A Look at Islam: 
From an Orthodox Christian Perspective ... 
Presented by Barbara Pappas 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11 


Descent of the Holy Ghost Orthodox Church 
750 West 61° Ave., Merrillville, IN 


Reservations: Cornelia Merchant, (219) 924-5547 


Schedule 
8:30 am Registration and light breakfast 
9:00 am Presentation 
12:00 noon Lunch (Agape offering) 
12:45 pm Presentation resumes 
2:00 pm Book signing 


Barbara Pappas has a B.A. degree from DePaul 
University in Chicago with a concentration in Early 
Church Fathers. She is a lay assistant at Holy Apostles 
Greek Orthodox Church in Westchester, Illinois, and 
has published several books. Are You Saved: The 
Orthodox Christian Process of Salvation, is now in 
its 4" edition, with over 50,000 copies in circulation. 
This book has also recently been translated into Ko- 
rean for use in the Orthodox Church in Korea for 
educational and missionary efforts under Bishop 
Soterios of Zela. In addition, Barbara has published 
two full-length studies on St. Paul’s First and Second 
Letters to the Corinthians, and most recently an Or- 
thodox children’s book. She has lectured at a Theo- 
logical Seminary in Russia, and in many areas of the 
United States has taught adults and children for many 
years, and is currently a member of the Religious 
Education Commission High School Curriculum Com- 
mittee of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, 
and of the Religious Education Commission of the 
Diocese of Chicago. She is also founder and Director 
of Holy Apostles Resource Center (HARC) in 
Westchester, IL. 
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JUNK FOOD FOR 
THE SOUL 


By Archbishop Lazar (Puhalo) 


Junk food is artificially flavoured and coloured, 
excessively sweetened and highly addictive. It is harm- 
ful to physical and mental health and its consumption 
interferes with or even deprives one of beneficial, 
healthful nourishment. 

Television is an almost precise spiritual equivalent 
of junk food. The entire content of its programming 1s 
unedifying, un-nourishing, opposed to sound mental 
and emotional health, and filled with value-training 
which is diametrically opposed to a sound and healthy 
society. The life styles and ideals it portrays are arti- 
ficial, corrupt and undesirable. Moreover, television 
is highly addictive. 

Even cartoons designed especially for children in- 
stall uncompassionate, aggressive and violent attitudes 
which are definitely reflected in children’s behaviour 
in school and at play. It has been repeatedly demon- 
strated, by University of British Columbia studies, 
and by several studies and commissions in the United 
States and Europe, that television viewing imparts 
negative ideals and behaviour patterns to young people, 
and that children tend to accept the TV version of life 
and behaviour as acceptable norms. 

In addition, television commercials, which are de- 
signed to increase and exploit every human passion, 
are very popular with children. It has been shown 
repeatedly that television advertisements have a pow- 
erful residual effect not only on the impressionable 
minds of children, but on adults as well. These adver- 
tisements do succeed in initiating, building, strength- 
ening and then exploiting the passions of every sort. 

If one carefully examines the moral content of tele- 
vision programs, including that of children’s cartoons 
and the commercials, one will see that they are pre- 
cisely the opposite of Orthodox Christian ideals. Hav- 
ing contemplated this, stop and compare the number 
of hours both adults and children spend under the 
influence of television with the amount of time spent 
in church, prayer and the reading of the Divine Scrip- 
ture and other spiritually-edifying books. Thus, the 
heavy influence of Satan and his ideals in the lives of 
our children begins at a very early age, and in our very 
homes. 

This problem is often compounded by the sorrow- 
ful fact that many parents who are proud of their 
colour television set are ashamed of the ikon of our 
Saviour. The television set is given a place of promi- 
nence, almost a place of honour, in our homes, while 
often there is no ikon corner to be found; and if there 
are ikons, they are hidden away out of the main room 
of the house, where they will not “cause any embar- 
rassment.” 
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Many parents who will consent to their children’s 
spending hours glued to the television set, will not 
spend so much as ten minutes together with their 
children praying before the ikons. The Saviour and 
His saints are embarrassments, not entirely welcome 
guests, while the liturgy of the evil one, served daily 
on television, is given a place of singular honour in 
the household. Families which would never think of 
reading together the.life of a saint or from Scripture, 
will eat in front of the television, just as pagans shared 
their feasts with their idols, and often such families 
even neglect to bless the food before the meal. 


Later, the parents of such families will bemoan the 
moral and spiritual state of their offspring. How often 
do you read the lives of the saints to your children? 
How much time does your family spend together at 
the ikon corner in prayer? How often do your children 
catch sight of an ikon of the Saviour or the saints in 
your home? On the other hand, how much time do 
they spend with violent, aggressive and 
uncompassionate cartoons? How much time do they 
spend with loud, aggressive, sensual and immoral anti- 
heroes on television? 

No one is foolish enough to suppose that a physical 
and mentally healthy child can be raised if his intake 
of junk food exceeds or even equals that of healthy, 
natural, beneficial food. Why would someone be so 
foolish as to suppose that one can raise an emotion- 
ally, mentally and spiritually healthy child on spiri- 
tual junk food? 

Television, like so many of man’s inventions, has 
been consecrated to the demon of greed and envy, and 
it is manipulated primarily for the purpose of increas- 
ing and exploiting every human passion. Even the 
occasional “decent” program is more than counterbal- 
anced by commercials designed to feed, and to feed 
on, human passions. 

Some people have asserted, with good reason, that 
it is better to have a television set in one’s home, 
where TV watching can be controlled, than to have 
one’s children watching television elsewhere, in un- 
controlled circumstances. There is considerable truth 
in this. But stop and consider for yourselves whether 
your television set takes precedence over your ikon 
corner, whether TV is given a greater position in the 
lives of your children than is Christ. Are you feeding 
your children more spiritual nourishment or spiritual 
junk? The knowledge that parents must answer before 
the judge of all for the manner in which they reared 
their children ought to be enough to make them pause 
for serious consideration of this matter, even if paren- 
tal resolve is too weak to do so. 

(Reprinted from the Spring 2004 issue of the Cana- 
dian Orthodox Messenger, Archdiocese of Canada, 
OCA) 

(His Eminence, the Most Reverend Lazar, author of 


this article, is the Former Archbishop of Ottawa, 
Canada.) 
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REACH ÎN TO 
REACH OUT 


By Peter Jon Gillquist 


There's an old adage that says: Jf you want to take a 
bone from a dog, you've got to offer him a steak. America 
is a land full of dry bones that are very attractive to 
teenagers. Sex sells, danger sells, power sells, and mar- 
keting departments shamelessly make use of every titil- 
lating, tantalizing passion at their disposal in order to 
draw teens and young adults into their monetary grasp. 

We in the Church have our work cut out for us in 
bringing the Gospel to the American adolescent land- 
scape. If we are to persuade them to surrender the bones 
of the world, we should offer a tender steak in exchange. 

We need never change the essence of the Faith to 
attract young, truth-seeking hearts. In a sense, Truth 
speaks for itself. But if truth were all that were needed 
to satisfy, the majority of our own Orthodox young 
people would be spiritually healthy and wholeheartedly 
committed to the Church. And this is not the case. 

The American Orthodox Church, as a whole, is los- 
ing many of her teens. As leaders and parents in the 
Church, we must seek to foster genuine and enthusiastic 
participation of our teenagers in the life and mission of 
Orthodoxy. In caring for our own, we will also see more 
success in bringing new souls into a lasting relationship 
with Christ and His Church. 

In my experience, teens are quick to identify three 
main reasons they are most likely to leave the Orthodox 
Church: the oft-resented language barrier, lack of holis- 
tic appreciation for Tradition, and lack of personal en- 
gagement. 


Language 

To expect a teen to attend services conducted in a 
language he can’t understand is like expecting him to 
see a foreign film devoid of subtitles, week after week, 
year after year. He is unable to understand the dialogue, 
finds it very difficult to identify with the cast, and 
remains bored in his seat, disconnected from the plot. 

Many disgruntled Orthodox teens say they don’t at- 
tend church any more because they can’t understand a 
word of the service. While non-English liturgies once 
served and important, unifying, and ministerial role among 
immigrant communities, this is no longer the case in 
most of modern America. With occasional exceptions, 
therefore, services in the United States should be cel- 
ebrated in English. When English services are not pos- 
sible, the parish priest should do everything he can to 
ensure that the spiritual needs of the English-speaking 
minority, especially the young members of that commu- 
nity, are met. 


Traditionally Challenged 
The worship of the Church has developed over the 
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past two thousand years, and has its roots in ancient 
Israel before that. While it is true that the Church’s 
cycle of services teaches us all about the Faith, most 
young people don’t attend church more than once a 
week on Sunday, and few can understand the meaning 
behind the rich symbolism in Orthodox worship. The 
Divine Liturgy, the Holy Scriptures, and the Mystical 
Supper are far more profound and critical for our salva- 
tion than any movie, dance, or drug. Teens need to know 
at least the basic history of God and His people, and 
have something of a context for the Holy Tradition of 
the Divine Liturgy as the corporate worship of the people 
of God. Otherwise, the Church becomes a museum, and 
teens tire quickly of museums. 


Lack of Engagement 

It is easy to become so involved in the worthy task of 
running parish that we forget to include the youth in the 
work. I don’t mean just yard work and spring cleaning, 
either. I mean recognizing the gifts of each parishioner 
and employing his or her talents as a member of the 
Body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:12). I once heard Fr. 
Thomas Hopko say that “any church not actively in- 
volved in outreach or evangelism is not a church at all.” 

When I was in high school, I had fun on ski trips and 
bowling nights with our youth group, but by far my 
most memorable and formative experiences were those 
where we did something for those in need. It is not 
necessary to create “busy work” to make teens feel 
involved. There is no shortage of the work of Christ! 
Each parish should implement outreach programs as it 
is able and use the willing hands and hearts of their 
youth. 


Some Final Words... 

Once the wheels are set in motion to educate and 
involve teens in the life of the Church, momentum will 
pick up and more effective evangelism will naturally 
follow. The Truth of our Faith speaks for itself, so by 
simply showing our teens how to pray and live, we will 
model ways for them to bear witness to others. Foster- 
ing opportunities for them to plan events open to their 
friends only makes sense. The collective energy of uni- 
fied intrinsically motivated teenagers is a powerful re- 
source that we must respect and channel, but never 
disregard. We all share in the responsibility to weave 
the threads of the young inextricably into the greater 
tapestry of the Church. 

Events that have proven successful in many commu- 
nities include camping trips, lock-ins, and hosting con- 
certs or interesting retreats. Explosively popular Ortho- 
dox summer camps are popping up around the country, 
and the teen response to creative efforts by Orthodox 
artists has been very positive. The youth are the future 
of Orthodoxy in America, and if we invest our time, 
energy and love in them now, we can hope to hear 
someday soon the words of the Master, “Well done, 
good and faithful servant. . . Enter into the joy of your 

Cont. on page 11 
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Sr. Evras 907! ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 


St. Elias Romanian Orthodox Church in Ellwood 
City, Pennsylvania, held a two-day 90" anniversary 
celebration on July 24-25, 2004. The events began 
with the arrival of His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel, 
spiritual leader of the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate 
of America. 

The evening began at the church with a Memorial 
Service for the deceased priests, founders and bene- 
factors of St. Elias. This was followed by Vespers and 
Litia (blessing of wheat, wine and oil). The services 
were celebrated by Archbishop Nathaniel, assisted by 
V. Rev. Fr. Panteleimon Stanciu (Parish Priest of St. 
Elias), and Rev. Frs. Eugen Rosu and Jan Pac-Urar, 
both from Ohio. Following the services, a reception 
was held at the parish house sponsored by the Ladies 
Auxiliary. 

Matthew Jacobs, a student at Riverside High School, 
was recognized at the reception for his Senior Project. 
Matthew stained the handicap ramp, weeded and 
trimmed the yard and beautified the grounds by plant- 
ing flowers and shrubs for this occasion. 

Sunday services began with Matins following by 
the Vesting of the Hierarch. The Hierarchal Divine 
Liturgy was celebrated by Archbishop Nathaniel, as- 
sisted by Fr. Stanciu. Following Liturgy, a special 
Thanksgiving Service was held. Choral responses on 
Saturday and Sunday were directed by Juliana Thetford 
and Rae Barson, and were assisted by sisters from 
Transfiguration Monastery in Wurtemburg. Special 
hymns were sung by Juliana and Anya Thetford. The 
altar servers were Daniel and John Thetford. 

The Festive Banquet was held at the Wurtemburg 
Fire Hall. A pictorial display included past member 
group photos, news articles and candid pictures from 
the past and present. Each family received a com- 
memorative booklet. Following the meal, Adrian 
Draghichiu (Parish Council President) welcomed ev- 
eryone and served as Master of Ceremonies. He intro- 
duced the speakers which included: State Representa- 
tive Frank LaGrotta, who presented a Citation from 
the House of Representatives and one from Governor 
Rendel to the Parish; Mayor Roy Meehan, who pre- 
sented a Commendation from the Borough of Ellwood 
City; Rev. Mother Christophora, Abbess of Trans- 
figuration Monastery; and, Samuel Teolis. 

The church school students, Marina Thetford, Helen 
Candea, Julia and Laura Draghichiu and Kayla Mitchell, 
presented a musical program which included the St. 
Elias Troparion under the direction of their teacher, 
Docia Jacobs. Anya Thetford, assistant teacher, told 
of the life of Saint Elias whose feast day was being 
celebrated. Mother Christophora then presented the 
students with an icon of Romanian saints. 

Gregory Thetford, Vice President of the Parish 
Council, presented a special icon to Ana Spoa for her 
dedication and service to the church. Fr. Panteleimon 
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Stanciu spoke about the strength and unity of St. Elias 
parish and remarked on hopes for future growth. ; 

Archbishop Nathaniel concluded the program with 
inspirational remarks. He noted that the parish has 
remained in the same place in Ellwood City through- 
out the 90 years and that the members have held to the 
intentions of the founders of the church. His Emi- 
nence congratulated the members and looked forward 
to the 95" anniversary. 


Docia Jacobs 
Parish Council Secretary 


‘SA WARE OF DEATH 
But Not 
OPPRESSED By Ir” 


My classmates are priests who care deeply for their 
people and labor for their salvation. As I listened to 
them, my concern changed from the Protestant pasto- 
ral ministry I lost to the Orthodox life I found. Thereby, 
I gained new appreciation for my Orthodoxy and my 
life from a thanatological perspective. 

We examined grief and death through case studies. 
The first scenario was a family moving away from 
their friends. Nobody died. The focus was on the smaller 
grief of change and separation rather than death. This 
introduced a major theme: “Saying Good-bye Well,” 
reflections from the perspective of the dying person or 
those close to them. I began to consider the day-to-day 
struggles of my parents and myself from a thanatological 
perspective. My mother suffers from short-term memory 
loss. My father has prostate cancer. And I have cere- 
bral palsy. My understanding of death changed from 
simply a long-awaited traumatic event of separation to 
a daily process. Therefore, I asked myself, “How might 
the three of us strive to “Say God-bye Well”? 

This theme is echoed powerfully in the following 
story from the Holy Fathers about the Monk Eulogius 
and the Invalid. Eulogius was a monk of Alexandria 
who vowed to work out his salvation through caring 
for an invalid who had neither arms nor legs. They 
lived together for fifteen years. Then the Invalid be- 
came ill. He began to abuse Eulogius. The Invalid 
demanded to be returned to the market place where he 
used to beg. For his part, Eulogius grew irritated with 
the Invalid. He was tempted to break his vow by throw- 
ing the Invalid out of his house. Desperate, Eulogius 
and the Invalid sought the advice of Saint Anthony the 
Great. After rebuking both men for their hardness of 
heart, St. Anthony said, “Go in peace and do not leave 
each other! ... God will soon take you to Himself. 

Cont. on page 15 
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PAN ORTHODOX WoMEN MEET IN LIGONIER 
A.R.F.O.R.A. PARTICIPATES 


A Pan Orthodox Women's Conference was held on 
September 10-12, 2004 at the Antiochian Village Learning 
Center at Ligonier, Pennsylvania. This was the same 
site were SCOBA (The Standing Conference of Canoni- 
cal Orthodox Bishops in the Americas) met 10 years ago 
to discuss and work toward becoming an “administra- 
tively united” Church. 

The weekend was sponsored by the Women’s Ortho- 
dox Ministries & Education Network (WOMEN) and 
the Antiochian Village. The Conference invited Ortho- 
dox Christian women of all jurisdictions to prayertully 
consider their place and purpose in the life of our Church. 

The planning committee invited ARFORA to attend 
the Networking Reception and Ministry Resource Fair 
on Friday, September 10 to share and learn about the 
significant contribution faithful women’s organizations 
such as ARFORA have made in the life of our Church. 
The representative from ARFORA at the conference 
was given the opportunity to speak to women who have 
been inspired to serve and who are actively seeking the 
right place in which to serve. The work of the ARFORA 
Romanian Women’s Group and its membership was 
endorsed to showcase the ministry, the very heart of the 
conference” s message. ARFORA demonstrates individual 
members sharing their gifts and working together to 
impact the lives of others. Not to mention that histori- 
cally, the organization’s outstanding reputation in serv- 
ing the greater community speaks volumes to women 
searching for their place in ministry. 

WOMEN ... Where are you in the life of the Church? 
was the theme of the conference. 

Through a creative, interactive, educational format, 
the conference speakers, and workshop facilitators helped 
women discover their spiritual gifts, identify their unique 
God-given calling as Orthodox Christians and helped 
guide women in understanding God’s purpose in the 
work of ministry. 

The weekend began on Friday with the Ministry Fair 
and a welcoming reception where Metropolitan Maximos 
of the Greek Archdiocese visited with the ladies and 
offered a few words. His Eminence said he was happy 
to know of this conference for Orthodox unity; he lik- 
ened the women to the Apostle Peter (the rock) for their 
strength in their faith. He commented on the historical 
meeting of SCOBA here in Ligonier 10 years ago, and 
he said that this conference is like a mini Ligonier. He 
blessed the women present and prayed for the unity of 
the Church. 

At the Ministries Fair, there were three national orga- 
nizations represented: The Philoptochos of the Greek 
Archdiocese, Sylvia Vitsas, the regional president of the 
Metropolis of Pittsburgh; The Antiochian Women rep- 
resented by Khourye (Psa) Joanne Abdalah on the North 
American Projects Board of the Pittsburgh, Pa area; and 
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the ARFORA represented by National president Louise 
Gibb. The ladies had displays, brochures and informa- 
tion about their organizations and were asked to speak 
to the group about their organization. 

After vespers and dinner, the participants were wel- 
comed again by Conference Chairman Demetra Jaquet 
and presented a conference overview: Finding our Gifts, 
Calling and Setting. The first presentation, Discover 
your Spiritual Gifts was given by Dr Anthony Bashir, 
followed by questions and answers; the evening ended 
with fellowship and sharing. 

On Saturday, September 11, Orthros (Matins) and a 
memorial service for the 9-11 Anniversary was fol- 
lowed by breakfast and late registration. The keynote 
speaker was Dr Helen Creticos Theodoropoulos who 
spoke on the topic Called to God’s Purpose: Faith, 
Transformation and Service, followed by questions and 
answers. After free time and lunch, the ladies attended 
a workshop of their choice: Ecumenical/Community 
Ministries; Parish Life Ministries, or Liturgical Arts and 
Life. The afternoon continued with the third presenta- 
tion given by Demetra Jaquet on Courage to Minister: 
Match Your Call with God’s Purpose, followed by ques- 
tions and answers. After dinner, six workshops were 
offered; the choices were Pastoral Listening, Chaplaincy, 
Crisis Ministries, Parish Ministries to Women, Deacon- 
ess, or Missions. 

On Sunday, Orthros and Divine Liturgy were at- 
tended by all, followed by a farewell luncheon where 
recognition to the organizing committee was given. 

As the representative of ARFORA, I was inspired by 
the Orthodox Christian unity and fellowship I felt at the 
conference. There were over 60 women in attendance; 
each was there to learn, be inspired, and ultimately, be 
encouraged to discover the unsurpassed joy in reflecting 
God's glory and in being used as an instrument of God's 
purpose. 

Louise Gibb, attendee 
National ARFORA President 


Reach In con: from page 9 


Lord” (Matthew 25:21). 

Peter Jon Gillquist is an Orthodox Christian musi- 
cian who has recorded six CDs of original music, and 
assisted in the production of multiple others. His travels 
as a public speaker and performer afford him the op- 
portunity to spend time with thousands of teens each 
year. He is entering his second year of studies at Saint 
Vladimir’s Seminary in New York. 

Reprinted from AGAIN, Summer 2004, Vol. 26, No. 
2 available from www.conciliarpress.com or by calling 
800-967-7377. 
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BAPTISMS 


Axenie, Adrian James, son of Marian & Steliana Axenie, 
San Jose, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hayward, CA. God- 
parents: George & Maria Duicu. 

Bastea, Valerie Iulia, daughter of Sorin & Marina I. Bastea, 
Danville, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hayward, CA. God- 
parents: Tiberiu & Cristina Grigoriu. 

Batrakov, Michael Gennady, son of Gennady & Janna K. 
Batrakov, San Jose, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hayward, 
CA. Godparents: Georgy & loanna Popesku. 

Chelaru, Alexandra, daughter of Vali & Michelle Chelaru, 
Dublin, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hayward, CA. Godpar- 
ents: Costin & Angela Niculescu. 

Christopher, Wilson Salinas, son of Carlos M. & Andreea 
R.N. Salinas, Santa Clara, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hay- 
ward, CA. Godparents: Cristian Amarghioulei and Adriana 
Burcea. 

Cursaru, Stefan, son of Dragos T. & Gabriela E.P. Cursaru, 
Laval, QC. Annunciation, Montreal, QC. Godparent: Alina 
Maria Nastasie. 

Dascalu, Andrei, son of Marius & Mariana M.V. Dascalu, 
Herndon, VA. Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA. Godparents: 
Ion & Doina Dascalu. 

Davies, Rebekah Brynn, daughter of Trevor & Jenny Davies, 
Gravelbourg, SK. St. George Cathedral, Regina, SK. 
Godparents: David & Giselle Punga. 

Dellas, Rizos Nicholas, son of Nikolas & Catalina Dellas, 
San Leandro, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hayward, CA. 
Godparent: Marina Topakos. 

Diaconescu, Daniel, son of Mihai & Florentina Diaconescu, 
Thornhill, OH. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: 
Cristi & Carmen Mariean. 

Dib, George, son of Norma Dib, Hayward, CA. Holy Res- 
urrection, Hayward, CA. Godparents: Fadi Dib and 
Buthaena Bagleh. 

Dinescu, Luca Theodore, son of Remus & Camelia O. 
Dinescu, Montreal, QC. Annunciation, Montreal, QC. 
Godparents: Nicu & Raluca Tudor. 

Dragnea, Darius Alex, son of Sebastian & Ramona Dragnea, 
San Francisco, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hayward, CA. 
Godparents: Geanina & Cristi Beres. 

McGhie, Emily Elizabeth Lynn, daughter of Kevin E. & 
Ana Maria S. McGhie, Fremont, CA. Holy Resurrection, 
Hayward, CA. Godparents: Alex & Elena Dumitrescu, 
Kraig McGhie and Sarah Clements. 

Farantino, Michael William, son of Michael J. & Monica 
G.K. Farantino, Sunnyvale, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hay- 
ward, CA. Godparents: Danut & Zenaida Postolica. 

Filipescu, Alexandra, daughter of Vasile A. & Claudia 
A.D. Filipescu, Montreal, QC. Annunciation, Montreal, 
QC. Godparents: Eugen & Iulia Sarbu, Marian Zanet 
and Iulia Grigoras. 

Frias, John Alfred, son of Emmanuel & Anca G. Frias, 
Toronto, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: 
Alexandru & Roxana Gurau. 

Ghebenei, Alexandra Ioana, daughter of Octavian & 
Margareta Ghebenei, Knox, IN. Descent of Holy Spirit, 
Merrillville, IN. Godparents: loan & Zenovia Tincau. 
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PARISH REGISTER 


Hansell, Bradley Alexander, son of Jeffrey S. & Daniela 


S.G. Hansell, Fremont, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hay- 
ward, CA. Godparent: Sorin Grama. 


Ionescu, Alexandru Teodor, son of Adrian & Aneta E. 


Ionescu, Montreal, QC. Annunciation, Montreal, QC. 
Godparents: Viorel & Magda Pranitchi. 


Ionescu, Natalie Nicole, daughter of Liviu & Anca D. 


Ionescu, Walnut Creek, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hay- 
ward, CA. Godparents: Bogdan & Neli Ulea. 


Juwono, Ferian, son of Jujento & Lay Hoa Tyun Juwono, 


San Francisco, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hayward, CA. 
Godparents: Rev. Dumitru & Psa. Laura Ionescu. 


Kadarian, Nathan Lee, son of Primus & Jamie F. Kadarian, 


Emmett, MI. Descent of Holy Spirit, Warren, MI. God- 
parents: Mircea & Floarea Subu. 


Laninga, Kodey Matthew Ryker, son of Calvin & Tina G. 


Laninga, White City, SK. St. George Cathedral, Regina, 
SK. Godparents: Ryan Fletcher, Corrine Charko and 
Helen Gieni. 


Leonard, Gary Paul, son of Fred & G. Jean Leonard, 


Sacramento, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hayward, CA. God- 
parents: Rev. Dumitru & Psa. Laura Ionescu. 


Litman, Marc, son of Adrian Litman, Newark, CA. Holy 


Resurrection, Hayward, CA. Godparents: Theodor & 
Luminita Ciupitu. 


Lowe, Steven Russell, son of Steven & Gail G. Lowe, 


Waterford, MI. St. George Cathedral, Southfield, MI. 
Godparents: Doru & Luminita Pop. 


Lung, loan Alexandru, son of Cristian A. & Claudia E.M. 


Lung, Dublin, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hayward, CA. 
Godparents: Cosmin & Simona Lung, losef Kohlmann 
and Stela Filimon. 


Marcu, Stefan Lucian, son of Gabriel & Gloria B. Marcu, 


San Jose, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hayward, CA. God- 
parents: Sorin & Mariana Damian. 


Mihai, Alex, son of George & Elena Mihai, Sunnyvale, 


CA. Holy Resurrection, Hayward, CA. Godparents: 
Alexandru & Elena Dumitrescu. 


Mihai, Melany Maria, daughter of Constantin & Simona 


Mihai, Concord, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hayward, CA. 
Godparents: Costin & Angela Niculescu. 

Mihalache, Arto Duane, son of Cicerone & Danila V. 

Mihalache, Santa Clara, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hay- 

ward, CA. Godparents: Gary & Annie Lin. 

Moisei, Emma Isabelle, daughter of Serban Luciana Moisei, 

San Jose, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hayward, CA. God- 

parents: Eduard & Cristina Rossi. 

Moraru, Robert Julian, son of Dinu & Violeta S. Moraru, 

Livonia, MI. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Heights, MI. 

Godparents: Radu & Cecelia Moraru. 

Munteanu, Christian James, son of Mihnea G. & Oana S. 
Munteanu, Nepean, ON. Annunciation, Montreal, QC. 
Godparents: George & Mirela Dumitru. 

Muresan, Austin Marius, son of Vasile & Florina D.B. 
Muresan, San Francisco, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hay- 
ward, CA. Godparents: Nick & Cristina Singeorzan and 
Marco & Sanda Sucilia. 

Nainer, Christian Stephan, son of Ovidiu & Alina Nainer, 
Oakville, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: 
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Serban & Silvia Masala. 

Negulescu, Alexandra Maria, daughter of Mihai & Anda 
V. Negulescu, Ajax, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. God- 
parents: Marian & Anca Modreanu. 

Niculae, Mario Alexandre, son of Valentin I. & Simona 
A.G. Niculae, Montreal, QC. Annunciation, Montreal, 
QC. Godparents: Gheorghe & Ioana Joltopuf. 

Niculescu, Nicolas George, son of Calin & Anca Niculescu, 
Walnut Creek, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hayward, CA. 
Godparents: Stefan & Alina Moiceanu. 

Nistor, Raluca Julia, daughter of Sorin & Elena Nistor, 
Mountain View, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hayward, CA. 
Godparents: Cristinel & Alina Radulescu. 

Ofiteru, Evelyn Hyun Soon, daughter of William & Kyung 
Ok Kwak, Santa Rosa, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hay- 
ward, CA. Godparents: Rev. Dumitru & Laura Ionescu. 

Parasca, Kevin Flaviu, son of Flaviu & Dorina Manga, 
San Leandro, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hayward, CA. 
Godparents: Vasile & Florina Muresan. 

Plingu, Edward Valentin Andrei, son of Valentin & Octavia 
D. Plingu, Fremont, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hayward, 
CA. Godparents: Sebastian & Nicoleta Bologescu. 

Plingu, Iris Octavia Andreea, daughter of Valentin & 
Octavia D. Plingu, Fremont, CA. Holy Resurrection, 
Hayward, CA. Godparents: Sebastian & Nicoleta 
Bologescu. 

Popa, Philippe Stelian, son of Florin & Anita S. Popa, 
Anjou, QC. Annunciation, Montreal, QC. Godparents: 
Florin & Luminita Barbu. 

Popescu, Letitia Florina, daughter of Catalin T. & Alina 
M.S. Popescu, Mountain View, CA. Holy Resurrection, 
Hayward, CA. Godparents: Cristian & Andreea Francu. 

Popovici, Ann Catherine, daughter of Alexander M. & 
Catherine A.Z. Popovici, Portola Valley, CA. Holy Res- 
urrection, Hayward, CA. Godparents: Sorin & Mariana 
Cismas. 

Popovici, Astrid Iulia Anne Marie, daughter of Andrei D. 
& Anna A.B. Popovici, Portola Valley, CA. Holy Res- 
urrection, Hayward, CA. Godparents: Radu & Linda 
Toma. 

Popovici, Paul Valentin, son of Paul R. & Ana C.C. 
Popovici, Toronto, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. God- 
parent: Elisabeta Jacobsen. 

Postolache, Sarah, daughter of Daniel & Neli N.C. 
Postolache, Longueuil, QC. Annunciation, Montreal, QC. 
Godparents: Vlad Filip and Tatiana Scripcaru. 

Quinn, Tiberiu Traian Negrea, son of Brian B. & Camelia 
L.N. Quinn, Hayward, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hay- 
ward, CA. Godparents: Lucian & Liliana Stroia. 

Rauta, George Radu, son of Horia G. & Monica M.O. 
Rauta, Walnut Creek, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hayward, 
CA. Godparents: Constantin & Livia Serafimescu. 

Rossi, Victor Nicholas, son of Eduard & Cristina C. Rossi, 
Milpitas, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hayward, CA. God- 
parents: Doru & Valentina Diaconescu. ; 

Ruggerio, Kelten Julius, son of Mark & Amy R. Ruggerio, 
Ellwood City, PA. St. Elias, Ellwood City, CA. Godpar- 
ent: Andy Radevski. 

Serafimescu, Paul Theodor, son of Constantin & Livia S. 
Serafimescu, Novato, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hayward, 
CA. Godparents: Antonela Grumeza. 

Stanciu, Andreea Crina, daughter of Lucian & Alina 
Stanciu, Stockton, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hayward, 
CA. Godparents: Gilbert & Toni Perreira. 

Stevenson, Gary Leroy, son of Robert L. & Deborah K.C. 
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Stevenson, Troy, MI. Descent of Holy Spirit, Warren, 
MI. Godparent: Daniel Miodrag Janikic. 

Stoian, Sebastian Matthew, son of Silviu & Elena H. 
Stoian, San Jose, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hayward, CA. 
Godparents: Alin & Roxana Craciun. 

Tanase, Alexis Diana, daughter of Octavian & Silvia Tanase, 
Belmont, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hayward, CA. God- 
parents: Alexandru & Georgiana Comsa. 

Tanasuca, Anthony Ciprian, son of Cezar & Costinela G. 
Tanasuca, Richmond Hill, ON. St. George, Toronto, 
ON. Godparents: Ciprian & Dana Gheorghiu. 

Taranu, Andrei, son of Adrian & Gabriela Taranu, Scotts 
Valley, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hayward, CA. Godpar- 
ents: Rev, Dumitru, Psa. Laura & Alex Ionescu. 

Ticau, Gabriel Nicholas, son of Valerica & Camelia G.N. 
Ticau, San Jose, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hayward, CA. 
Godparents: Nicusor & Maria Voicu. 

Tudor, Charlee Grace Stefania, daughter of Marius F. & 
Cristy L.B. Tudor, Dublin, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hay- 
ward, CA. Godparents: Liviu & Stefania Tudor. 

Tudor, Mihai Cristian, son of Bogdan & Iulia C.O. Tudor, 
Fremont, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hayward, CA. God- 
parents: Alexandru & Daniela M. Oancea. 

Vacariu, Ana Maria, daughter of Dumitru & Daniela C. 
Vacariu, Montreal, QC. Annunication, Montreal, QC. 
Godparents: Alin & Georgeta Gogonea. 

Vasas, Alexandra Juliette, daughter of Gyula & Erika 
Vasas, San Leandro, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hayward, 
CA. Godparents: Clara Rozalia and Julian I. Tudor. 

Zuckerman, Ileana Natalie, daughter of Charles & Mihaela 
Zuckerman, San Francisco, CA. Holy Resurrection, Hay- 
ward, CA. Godparents: Robert Houser and Mariana 
Caponegro. 


RECEIVED INTO THE CHURCH 


Ilves, Tomi Petteri, Mississauga, ON. St. George, Toronto, 
ON. Rev. Fr. loan Bunea. 

Strehler, John Steven, Grosse Pointe, MI. St. Raphael, 
Detroit, MI. Rev. Fr. Leonte Copacia. 


MARRIAGES 


Barbu, Florin and Cornelia Vornicu, Toronto, ON. St. 
George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: Edward & Virginica 
Ciobanu. 

Bordianu, lulian Viorel and Anica Popa, Laval, QC. An- 
nunciation, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Catalin & Liliana 
Iliescu. 

Costea, Christian Gabriel and Mariana Sanda Antal, 
Garden City, MI. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Heights, 
MI. Godparents: Dr. Viorel & Dr. Mihaela Lupu. 

Frias, Emmanuel G. and Anca Gurau, Toronto, ON. St. 
George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: Alexandru & Roxana 
Gurau. 

Giraldi, Steven Raymond and Tracy Ann Camilli, 
Vaudreuil-Dorion, QC. Annunciation, Montreal, QC. God- 
parents: Michael J. Giraldi and Catherine Camilly. 

Hoff, Harold Alfred and Anca Lavinia Pedestru, 
Mississauga, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: 
Chris & Effie Kiroplis. 

McCubbins, Paul Swicegood Jr. and Jeannine Marie 
Bumbu, Durham, NC. Holy Resurrection, Warren, OH. 
Godparent: Jeannette J. Bumbu. 

Pepino, Christopher Michael and Diana Ioana Dimitrescu, 

Cont. on page 16 
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„a a az RR E O E NNE Pamela Ann Dancu, Novi, MI uu... $100.00 
David & Eileen Faas, Saline, MI ...............:::00 $100.00 
FINANCIAL REPORT Cornel & Sharon Ivascu, Franklin, MI............... $100.00 
Den iuti tări uiti d Peter J.L. Jebson MD, Ann Arbor, MI ............... $100.00 
M/M Fernando Martinez, Ann Arbor, MI.......... $100.00 
EPISCOPATE SUPPORTERS Michael & Cynthia Masini, Ann Arbor, MI....... $100.00 
Audrey Huston, Michigan Center, MI ................. $500.00 M/M Eduardo Matuso, Ann Arbor, MI ........+.---- $100.00 
Anonymous, Las Vegas, NV... nenea $200.00 Dan & Olympia Neagoe, Bloomfield, Mia $100.00 
Rey Fr Raymond & Psa Mary Samoila, Mary Robosan, Shelby Twp, MI... $100.00 
IN RG ATCO Te 05 e ae A eg ONORA e SA $125.00 M/M John Stanitz, Wheaton, IL... $100.00 
M/M Victor Dinu, Skokie, IL... cece $100.00 Phillip Wyckstandt, Ann Arbor, MI ........:.:0000 $100.00 
Cornel & Aurelia Ladan, Lincolnwood, IL........ $100.00 Elizabeth Pidgeon, Ann Arbor, MI... $75.00 
Rey Fr & Psa John Limbeson, St Thomas Teachers, Ann Arbor, M1.................++ $65.00 
pe ae EI IES Oe Ro RON OR Pee Ree e a $100.00 George & Dorothy Aldea, Royal Oak, MI........... $50.00 
Nick & Helen Moga, Hubbard, OH... $100.00 Bruno & Anne Barthelemy, Ann Arbor, MI........ $50.00 
M/M Phil Paranuik, St Albert, AB ...................... $100.00 Dr/M Emil Barsan, Silver Lake, MI.........+0:000-00+-- $50.00 
Dan Radu Scafaru, DDS, Sun City West, AZ.... $100.00 Myron & Christine Campbell, Ann Arbor, MI ... $50.00 
Doina M Dumitrescu, Princeton, NJ... $60.00 Gideon & Alice Cook, Sterling Hts, MI... $50.00 
Aurel & Veronica Branea, Banning, CA............... ee Vera M Felk-Spraetz, Ann Arbor, MI...............--+- $50.00 
Mary Candea, Cleveland, OU: cetate ao aa ee one $50.00 Susette Jaquette, Ann Arbor, MI mmm $50.00 
Petrina Dawson, Mountain Lakes, NJ... $50.00 John & Elizabeth Kisbac, Schaumburg, IL .......... $50.00 
Tudor Murgoci, Kitchener, ON... $50.00 Fred’& Phiricia Ka Wien Ml ee $50.00 
M/M Stephen Maximo, Philadelphia, PA.............. 9300 Draganel Magda, Sterling Hts, MI... $50.00 
Dorothy Bondar, Warren, MI... nene $25.00 John & Betty Mihaiu, Utica, MI mmm $50.00 
Van & Bia Michaels, Fairfield, CT... reed Eric Newman, Ann Arbor, MI ...........ceeeeseseeeeeees $50.00 
ucretia Laz A ELODIA sacs ot iai ec aaa dos $25.00 M/M Wesley Simian, Almont, MI... $50.00 
Thrisia Pana, Regina, SK men $25.00 M/M Mark Szerberg, Brighton, MI... $50.00 
Many Gat an, ayviattiens Ob a 0 ie cacao aaa otita $25.00 Donna Marie Witkowski, Belleville) MI............... $50.00 
Mary Demetriade, Warren, Mil eats asst ata, $20.00 Steve & Maria Miller, Loveland Ol a $40.00 
Helen Powell, Teaticket, MA .............c:ccccceseseeseeeees $10.00 M/M Viorel Nikodin, Farmington Hills, MI......... $40.00 
GENERAL DONATIONS Gideon Cook, Steritae Fig, DL n romeo teeta $35.00 
St Mary Ladies Auxiliary, St Paul, MN ............. $250.00 Sherrie Kossoudji, Ann Arbor, MI... $35.00 
Holy Cross Ladies Auxiliary, Alexandria, VA .. $200.00 M/M Wolf Pappenheim, Venice, FL ..................... $30.00 
(2004 Preotese Retreat) John & Leslie Phillips, Saline, M1..............0.0....... $30.00 
Psa Doina Libotean, Glendale, AZ ...................... $100.00 Sharon Almeranti, St Clair Shores, MI................. $25.00 
Psa Nicole Mitescu, Claremont, CA.........0....00 $100.00 Helen Balaj, Shelby"wp) Mie con cactee $25.00 
(2004 Preotese Retreat) Susan & Gregory Budlong, Novi, MI................... $25.00 
Fred & Patricia Klus, Wixom, MI... $25.00 Janet Clarey, Allen Park, MiSs eeeee $25.00 
Thrisia Pana, Reina vo ÎS ae eo ceia ca os aa $25.00 Gary & Myra Court, Ann Arbor, MI.................... $25.00 
(In Honor of Fr George Treff’s 25" Anniversary Vita Maria Elock, Royal Oak, MI... ceeace $25.00 
to Priesthood) Patricia Fulton, Ypsilanti, vil oa aa $25.00 
Anna Jonascu, Westland, MI ...............:..:c.cccccecceees $10.00 Brenda Goft & Maria Saugar, Ann Arbor, MI... $25.00 
Michael & Lilianna Schester, Macomb Twp, MI $10.00 M/M Paul McGuire, Ann Arbor, MI ..............00..... $25.00 
PATRAS CL DUS Ba n o) oii ez e wth e siete a aa e e $2.00 M/M Robert Omilian, Sterling Hts, MI ................ $25.00 
Manrvesekedate Detroit, Vile eee eee $2.00 Scott & Amy Swanson, Temperance, M1.............. $25.00 
HIERARCHS TRAVEL FUND Lucica Bratu; Stems tS Vl wc ee $20.00 
Binecorses Toronto, ON ae igen $771.30 Ielita Daba, Oak Park, MI... nenea $20.00 
HolyeNativity,. Chicago, DL Aaa pe aa taia aaa $650.00 Jan & John Van Bolt, Plymouth, MI manea $20.00 
Rev Fr Iosif Lapuste, North Vancouver, BC...... $200.00 Bob & Ruth Holliday, Ann Arbor, MI... $20.00 
A YEOTLYINOULS 4 Ati Sin ai os le onal e ca a $103.20 Sheryl Jones, Chelsea, MI .........-sssssssssseeeessnesee $20.00 
M/M Valer Luca, Boardman, OH.................0cc0c0e. $25.00 
EPISCOPATE ASSESSMENTS (DUES) Sylvia Muglia, Chelsea, MI ......-cecessssseesessressss acces $20.00 
Se Gooree, Canton, OR ea ca $7,000.00 Virginia Precop, St Clair Shores, MI... $20.00 
(2005) Helen Simian, Franklin, Ve ee ee $20.00 
DEPARTMENT OF MISSIONS Elizabeth Koch, Canton, MI.......:ssssscssssonssencsseacoes $15.00 
Manuela Cruga, Shelby Twp, ML... $30.00 Richard & Virginia Frank, Dexter, MI................ $10.00 
(IMO V Rev Fr Richard Grabowski) M/M Sam Gelu, Shelby Twp, MI... nenea $10.00 
Manuela Cruga, Shelby Twp, MI... necesa, $30.00 Marcia & Mare Keys, Ann Arbor, MI... $10.00 
(IMO Psa. Sue Tofan) Veturia Nicula, Livonta, MI e ee $10.00 
MEMORIAM - NATALIA REED-LOPEZ, Anna Marie Sargent, Ann Arbor, M1.................... $10.00 
Dr/Mrs William C Decker, Onsted, MI .............. $250.00 MEMORIAM 
Rodica Picola W aren Mes aa aaa $200.00 John & Elizabeth Kisbac, Schaumburg, IL .......... $25.00 
Monique Washington, Ann Arbor, MI................ $150.00 (IMO Psa Sue Tofan) 
Dr/M William Barsan, Ann Arbor, M1 ............... $100.00 Cont. on page 16 
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St. Dimitrie Cont. from page 3 


been paralyzed from a nervous disorder. The wife 
came to St. Demetrius for consolation. There, the priest 
at the cathedral told her to read the Akathist to the 
Saint and venerate his coffin. After doing so with 
faith, she returned home. When she arrived, her hus- 
band asked her if she had called the doctor from 
Bucharest to visit. The wife said she knew nothing of 
arranging a house call. Her husband then explained 
how a doctor had come and examined him. He anointed 
his hand and paralyzed leg, and ordered him not to 
swear at his wife or become upset with her. As had 
been prescribed, the husband asked for his wife’s for- 
giveness. Then he insisted that his wife go and pay the 
doctor in the morning, since she must have called upon 
him. The next morning, the man got up from his bed, 
completely healed. His wife went, as her husband asked, 
to the wonderworking physician, St. Demetrius, with 
great thanksgiving. 

Today, the relics of St. Demetrius are publicly dis- 
played in Bucharest during a three-day celebration of 
the Saint’s memory and holy patronage. Approximately 
one million people attend the veneration. Contempo- 
rary veneration of the Saint also continues his memory 
as a healer. Through the work of the Orthodox Chris- 
tian Mission Center (OCMC), a medical clinic in Cluj 
was established in honor of St. Demetrius. Though the 
clinic primarily treats patients who cannot afford care, 
its function is not limited to basic medical treatment. 
The Cluj clinic offers a twelve-step program for alco- 
holism. It too is named after St. Demetrius. The St. 
Demetrius of Basarabov Program for People Depen- 
dent on Alcohol offers treatment largely unavailable 
in Romania. 

St. Demetrius is revered especially as a physician 
because of his many healings, but as a physician he 
has also shown great care for the safety of families in 
particular. From his youth, he supported his own broth- 
ers. He brought peace to the possessed girl’s home. 
And he renewed the love of the couple in Bucharest. 
The last story of St. Demetrius’ works, however, is 
from my own family. 

Coming from a family ignorant of any faith, and 
broken by the world and its passions, my older brother 
received the true faith of Orthodox Christianity during 
graduate school. Though his heart could very well 
have been hardened by his upbringing, only the pro- 
tection of the Birthgiver of God brought him to Christ’s 
Church in sincere innocence. After completing his 
education and beginning a successful career, he re- 
vealed his long desire to be married and have a family. 
His life would be centered in Christ and supported by 
the Church. His Christian family would in a sense 
redeem the mistakes and sorrows of his own upbring- 
ing. As his wife would later say, from among the 
weeds a flower would blossom. 

In time, my brother was introduced to a young lady 
by his father confessor. She was a teacher of religion, 


SOLIA OCTOBER 2004 


and graduate of seminary and language studies. But 
she lived in Bucharest, while my brother lived in Ohio. 
After months of letters and phone calls, my brother 
visited her, holding secret in his heart his true hope. 
Soon thereafter, the two married in Bucharest. And 
despite many complications in traveling and immigra- 
tion, the couple was able to leave Romania a month 
later to begin their family. My brother and his wife 
attribute the comparative ease of the legal processes of 
marriage and immigration to the intercessions of St. 
Demetrius. For while in Bucharest, my brother, his 
wite, and her mother, often went to pray at the tomb of 
the Saint for his quick guidance of this blossoming 
family. Indeed, the marriage of my brother has been a 
blessing to both sides of their extended families. Their 
marriage has been a model of Christian love and mu- 
tuality. Their devotion to each other in Christ has 
outshone all past troubles and obstacles. From his icon 
which hangs prominently in my brother’s home, may 
St. Demetrius continue to bless my brother’s family 
and all others who ask for his help. 


Paul Sidebottom 

Paul Sidebottom is a third year seminarian at St. 

Tikhon’s Orthodox Theological Seminary, South 

Canaan, Pennsylvania. The article was written from 

information contained in the Romanian Patericon and 
the Akathist to St. Demetrius of Basarabov. 


Aware of Death Cont. from page 10 


That is why the devil tempted you: because you are 
close to the end of your lives, and you will soon 
receive your heavenly crowns. Do everything that you” 
can, so that the angel of death will find you together.” 
Shortly after returning home, Eulogius and the Invalid 
died. Thus, overcoming their struggles and tempta- 
tions, Eulogius and the Invalid fulfilled their prom- 
ises, dying in peace. 

Living in our community of three that is established 
in blood yet sustained by love, St. Anthony’s wise 
words resonate in my heart. St. Anthony’s teaching 
sheds the light of the Gospel upon our struggles by 
reminding us of the significance of death and the promise 
of the Kingdom. But unlike Eulogius and the Invalid, 
our respective needs and corresponding abilities fluc- 
tuate. Each of us depends on the other to help us in our 
particular weakness while at the same time offering 
our strengths to help another’s need. At times, we are 
frustrated and discouraged. Yet, clinging to faith, our 
hope and strength are renewed. And we do everything 
that we can so that the angel of death will find us 
together in peace, having said our good-byes well. 

In this way, death takes on new significance as part 
of each day. Being aware that one day death will for a 
time separate us, it becomes all the more important to 
“Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of 
Christ” (Galatians 6:2). We are aware of death, but we 
are not oppressed by its power. We help one another 

Cont. on page 16 
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Financial Report Cont. from page 14 


Alderdice Staff Association, Pittsburgh, PA......... $20.00 
(IMO Dobre Corciu) 

Iuliana Campean, Gross Pointe Park, MI ............. $20.00 
(IMO Valentina Cornea) 


CAMP VATRA HEALTH & ADMINISTRATION 
BUILDING PROJECT 
St Mary, Caleary, AB cecene iama acea $300.00 
M/M Michael Kalugar, Madison Heights, MI... $100.00 
(IMO Natalia Reed-Lopez) 
M/M Michael Kalugar, Madison Heights, MI.... $100.00 
(IMO Virginia O Vincent) 


CAMP VATRA DONATIONS 


Dorothy Bondar, Warren, MI... $100.00 
Elizabeth Ciocanea, Cleveland, OH..............00. $100.00 
ST. MARY HRAM DINNER DONATIONS 
Virgil Barbu Family, Brownstown, M1............... $200.00 
M/M Paul Costea, Dearborn Hts, MI... $50.00 
Maria jura, Cantona Mlegeaie. iets. ciercumtaccsoneay fies. $50.00 
Rev Fr George Oanca, St Paul, MN... $50.00 
V Rev Fr & Psa Simion Pavel, Chicago, IL ........ $50.00 
M/M Cezar Teodorescu, Troy, MI... $50.00 
Dorel & Laura Veresan, Canton, M1.................... $50.00 
Mary Ann Moga-Zarb, Bloomfield Hills, MI ...... $50.00 
Aura & Mihai Cojocaru, Bloomfield, MI ............ $40.00 
Ileana Dragnea, White Lake, MI... $40.00 
John & Aurelia Campian, Northville, MI............ $35.00 
Adrian Turc, Willoughby, OH... $35.00 
Rev Fr Vasile Barsan & Family, Canton, OH..... $30.00 
Mihail Biliboaca, Wyandotte, MI... $30.00 
Rev Fr Anton Frunza, Byron Center, MI............. $30.00 
M/M William Boiciuk, Ypsilanti, MI... $25.00 
Peter Lupsor, West Bloomfield, MI.................0..... $25.00 
Rev Fr Dimitrie Vincent, Redford, MI ................. $25.00 
Gus Vincent, Bloomfield, MI... nenea $25.00 
(ATIOTIV IOUS at A AIR onl uate căi atăt, $20.00 
Dr Teodor Daniliuc, Royal Oak, MI...................... $20.00 
Maria Gheordunescu, Dearborn Hts, M1 .............. $20.00 
V Rev Fr Laurence Lazar, Southfield, MI........... $20.00 
Rev Fr Romey Rosco, Dearborn Hts, MI.............. $20.00 
George Rus Family, Pinckney, MI... $20.00 
Maria Zaharia, Detroit, MI..............0::..e:cccc+ssseeenns $20.00 
Violet DAlAS As SLEOY all ied scare eat e cae da aaa a a $10.00 
Helen Capatina, Detroit, MI... $10.00 
Mary Demetriade, Warren, MI... $10.00 


Parish Register Cont. from page 13 


Waterford, MI. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: 
Andrei & Mihaela Marcu. 


FALLEN ASLEEP IN THE LORD 


Biris, Vicentiu, 72. St. George, Toronto, ON. 
Chetian, Silvia, 72. Holy Trinity, Youngstown, OH. 
Krnican, Lija, 81. Sts. Michael & Gabriel, 

Middle Village, NY. 
Lascu, Mary, 90. St. George Cathedral, Regina, SK. 
Popescu, Antigona, 87. St. George, Toronto, ON. 
Prokopetz, Nicolas, 81. St. John, Shell Valley, MB. 
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World News cont. from page 6 


cated to “Stephen the Great, Bridge Between East and 
West.” The meeting gave the Holy Father the opportu- 
nity to recall his visit to Romania in 1999 “with emo- 
tion and gratitude.” It was the first time a pope visited 
a country of Orthodox majority. A “pilgrim of faith 
and hope, I was welcomed enthusiastically by you and 
the authorities of the state, His Beatitude Patriarch 
Teoctist and by the entire people of the venerable 
Romanian Orthodox Church,” John Paul II recalled. “I 
received an especially fraternal embrace from the bish- 
ops and the beloved Catholic communities, of both the 
Byzantine and Latin rites,” he added. Before taking 
leave of the president, the Holy Father expressed in 
Italian to him and Romania “an affectionate wish for 
prosperity and peace.” Iliescu gave the Pope a series 
of Romanian lithographs, and the Holy Father gave the 
president a collection of papal medals. The exhibition 
on Stephen the Great, which will be open until Oct. 31, 
was organized by the Romanian Ministry of Culture 
and Worship in collaboration with the Vatican Muse- 
ums. It recalls the fifth centenary of the death of Prince 
Stephen (1457-1504), who created a Moldovan and 
Romanian political reality, the reason why he was 
called “Great.” Cardinal Angelo Sodano, accompa- 
nied by Iliescu, inaugurated the exhibition today. It 
exhibits objects, documents and artworks that have 
played an important part in Romania’s history. In par- 
ticular, the “Vatican Register 578” is on display, kept 
in the Vatican Secret Archives, which contains corre- 
spondence between Pope Sixtus IV and Prince Stephen 
the Great. “Stephen the Great remains in the minds of 
Romanians as the defender of the sense of belonging 
to Romania,” said Mihail Dobre, the country’s ambas- 
sador to the Holy See, stressing the role the prince 
played in the defense of the Christian identity of Eu- 
rope in the face of Ottoman influence. Because of this, 
Sixtus IV referred to the prince in his letters as an 
“authentic athlete of the Christian faith.” These letters, 
the ambassador added in statements published by ADN- 
Kronos agency, show the existing ties between a prince 
of the Orthodox faith and the Church of Rome. Of 
Romania’s close to 23 million inhabitants, the Ortho- 
dox constitute about 87%. According to the Church’s 
Statistical Yearbook, Catholics constitute 8.06%. 


Aware of Death cor: from page 15 


under the weight of our burdens, because we strive to 
be together in Christ for the Life Eternal. Like the 
Holy Apostle Paul, we believe “that neither death nor 
life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor 
things present nor things to come, nor height nor 
depth, nor any other created things, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38-39). 
Subdeacon David Brown 
St. Mary, Calgary 
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CUVÂNT DE SUFLET 


Intr-o bună zi, un oarecare creştin m-a vizitat spre 
a-şi spune păsul şi a-mi cere sfatul, povestindu-mi 
despre problemele familiei sale (având soţie, fiică şi 
nepoți), ajuns fiind la un paroxism imposibil de suportat, 
îndeosebi datorită conflictelor duşmănoase dintre ei. 
Mai adaugă acest îndurerat om: “Mi-am amintit că, 
odinioară am fost martor la infidelitatea soţiei unui 
bun amic de-al meu, citându-mă chiar martor la procesul 
de divorţ intentat şi câştigat de acesta în temeiul 
mărturiei mele; unii mi-au explicat că duşmănia fostei 
soţii a prietenului meu (provenind din rolul meu la 
proces şi concretizată prin felurite blesteme la adresa 
mea şi a familiei), m-ar fi adus în această disperată 
stare familială. Ce-i de făcut, cum să îndepărtez ura 
acestei vrăjmaşe de către casa mea şi prin aceasta să- 
mi recâştig liniştea căminului meu?” 

(Doresc să amintesc fiecărui bun credincios al nostru 
că pomenirea întâmplărilor din viaţa duhovnicească a 
enoriaşilor noştri nu este încălcarea secretului 
Spovedaniei, mai ales că fiecare părinte o face cu 
tactul cuvenit; adică nu oferă indicii lămuritoare la 
adresa persoanei. Dar este necesară cunoaşterea unor 
situaţii în care s-ar putea să se afle şi alţii, spre a le 
evita sau rezolva în sens creştinesc, fără pagubă 
sufletească întâi şi întâi. Şi, mai mult: am avut prilejul 
ca să mi se ceară în mod expres de cel patit, să 
amintesc de întâmplarea sa nefericită spre a se feri de 
o astfel de situaţie fraţii săi întru Hristos!) 

Cu aceste cuvinte introductive am vrut să trec spre 
tema celei dintâi duminici din lecturile lucanice ale 
acestui an şi, totodată, lectura evanghelică a celei 
dintâi duminici din 2004 Brumărel (octombrie): “Zis- 
au Domnul: lubiţi pe vrajmasii voştri şi faceţi bine ... 
şi răsplătirea voastră va fi multă şi veţi fi fiii Celui 
Preaînalt, că El este bun cu cei nemultumitori şi 
rai’’(Luca VI, 35) — aşadar: despre iubirea vrajmasilor. 
Mare problemă! Adeseori “imposibilă!! şi totuşi: trebuie 
înţeleasă şi rezolvată pozitiv — aşa cum ne cere BUNUL 
Dumnezeu prin cuvintele de mai sus!!! (Mai ales că 
ne-am obişnuit cu aceste cuvinte trecute în practica 
vieţii: “Iert, dar nu uit!’’.) 

Chiar dacă ni se pare a fi o “dilemă din care nu 
putem ieşi”, Domnul şi Dumnezeul nostru, prin 
afirmaţia făcută, ne-a spus nu doar că trebuie, ci şi că 
se poate! Este însă, o chestiune de mentalitate, ce ţine 
de modul în care trebuie să realizăm cât de intelegatori 
suntem. Şi astfel, mergând pe firul Sfintei Scripturi, 
aflăm cuvinte lămuritoare ce sunt categorice: omului 
binecredincios (categorie ce dorim să ne cuprindă şi 
pe noi) nu-i este îngăduit să vrăjmăşească pe semenul 
său indiferent de “culoarea” sa politică, confesională, 
etc.! Ba, mai mult; dinspre mine către aproapele trebuie 
să plece doar sentimente de iubire creştinească ( sinceră 
şi curată, eliberată de orice patimi), indiferent de 
sentimentele lui faţă de mine, aşa cum ne cere Domnul 
prin scrierea alesului Său: “Dacă vrajmaşul tău este 
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flămând, dă-i de mâncare; dacă îi este sete, dă-i să 
bea, căci făcând aceasta, vei grămădi cărbuni de foc 
pe capul lui”(Romani XII, 20) — adică focul iubirii ce 
naşte iubire! Trimiteri scripturistice am putea face din 
belşug în ambele zone testamentare; dar proverbial (şi 
plăcut deosebi nouă) este ce-i spune Domnul lui 
Solomon după binecunoscuta înţeleaptă cerere a sa 
către Cel-de-Sus: “Deoarece ... n-ai cerut sufletele 
duşmanilor tăi, ci ai cerut înţelepciune, ca să ştii să 
judeci, iată Eu voi face după cuvântul tău; iată, Eu îţi 
dau minte inteleapta şi pricepută, cum nici unul n-a 
fost ca tine înaintea ta şi cum nu se va mai ridica după 
tine." (III Regi, III, 11-12) 

A noastră Carte sfântă ni-i prezintă şi pe duşmanii 
aflători în “carne şi oase”, adică oamenii ce sunt 
potrivnici dreptei credinţe — de unde şi asupritori ai 
noştri. (încă o dată subliniez: Ei ne socotesc duşmani 
şi ne prigonesc — desigur, cu mijloacele veacului XXI!) 
Aceştia, dacă în vremea profetului Miheia erau 
cinstitorii idolilor şi potrivnici iudeilor — şi, astfel, 
“asupritorii” lui Israil (cf. Miheia V, 8), astăzi — în 
vremea ce începe după Hristos — se cheamă (dupa 
cuvintele “apostolului neamurilor”) “duşmani ai Crucii 
lui Hristos” — ceea ce înseamnă că resping categoric 
mântuirea prin Fiul lui Dumnezeu Cel întrupat, răstignit 
(şi mort) pe Cruce şi, apoi, înviat (vezi Filipeni III, 
18). 

Tot rândurile cele sfinte ne conduc mai departe: 
adevăratul nostru vrăjmaş şi izvor al tuturor vrăjmăşiilor 
este “cel rău”, fiind, totodată, singurul vrednic să 
poarte această titulatură — pentru care afirmaţii ne 
întemeiem în grăitoarea pildă “a neghinelor” ce zice: 
“Asemenea este împărăţia cerurilor, omului care a” 
semănat sămânţa bună în țarina sa. Dar pe când oamenii 
dormeau, a venit vrăjmaşul lui, a semănat neghină 
printre grâu şi s-a dus."(vezi: Matei XIII, 24 şi urm.) 
— unde neghina este tocmai sămânţa discordiei pe care 
diavolul o seamănă şi o ajută să crească printre oameni! 
Dar dacă aici prezentarea este sub chipul vicleniei, 
iată cât de ofensiv în acţiunile sale duşmănoase ni-l 
prezintă celălalt “corifeu ” al Apostolilor: “Potrivnicul 
(= duşmanul, vrăjmaşul) vostru, diavolul, umblă, 
racnind ca un leu, căutând pe cine să înghită ... "(1 
Petru V, 8). 

Acest lucru am căutat să-l explic creştinului ce m- 
a căutat — în legătură cu situaţia sa familială; şi această 
realitate trebuie înţeleasă bine, dacă vrem să ne ferim 
de lucrarea “potrivnicului” celui adevărat al nostru. 
Acelaşi sfânt apostol Petru, în versetul citat, ne 
atenționează părinteşte: “Fiţi treji, privegheaţi!” Adică 
să circumscriem sufletele noastre, căminele, de 
asemenea, cu ocrotirile cele sfinte şi atotputernice — 
adică de netrecut pentru vrăjmaşul nostru; să o facem 
şi cu Cea prăznuită chiar în început de octombrie cu 
al Său Sfânt Acoperământ, ce s-a arătat ocrotitor pentru 
suflarea creştină binecredincioasă din cetatea Marelui 
şi Sfântului împărat Constantin. Să punem pe buzele 
noastre graniţă de netrecut spre suflete, cuvinte din 

Cont. la pag. 20 
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HRAM LA VATRA ROMÂNEASCĂ 
SĂRBĂTOAREA NAŞTERII MAICII DOMNULUI 
A Fost CINSTITĂ CU ALEASĂ SLUJBĂ SI 
BUCURIE DUHOVNICEASCĂ 


Episcopul de pioasă amintire, Prea Sfinţitul Policarp 
Moruşca, întemeietorul Vetrei Româneşti, a ales ca 
Hram al acestei aşezări româneşti din America, ziua 
de 8 septembrie “Naşterea Maicii Domnului” sau, 
cum se mai cunoaşte în popor, Sfânta Maria Mică, 
incredintand acest loc minunat şi liniştit protecţiei 
Sfintei Fecioare, pentru a fi o grădina a Maicii 
Domnului, o cetate a rugăciunii neîncetate în care să 
se păstreze cu sfinţenie tradiţiile noastre şi, mai presus 
de toate, acest tezaur nepretuit care este credinţa noastră 
ortodoxă strămoşească. În acest loc de pace şi linişte, 
îşi dorm somnul de veci, mulţi din fraţii noştri români 
care s-au stabilit pe continentul acesta, fiind unul 
dintre puţinele locuri unde există un cimitir ortodox şi 
unde se fac slujbele de pomenire rânduite, spre iertarea 
păcatelor celor care pleacă dintre noi, şi spre mângâierea 
celor rămaşi. 


De mai mulţi ani nu s-a mai sărbătorit acest Hram 
la Vatra, Dumnezeu rânduind ca prin binecuvântarea 
Înalt Prea Sfintitului Arhiepiscop Nathaniel, Prea 
Sfinţitul Episcop Irineu să se ocupe de organizarea în 
acest an, a Hramului de la 8 septembrie. Deşi anul 
acesta sărbătoarea a fost într-o zi de miercuri, bunii 
noştri credincioşi au venit să aducă cinstire Maicii 
Domnului în număr destul de mare. Liturghia 
arhierească a început la orele 10 dimineaţa cu 
procesiunea tradiţională în sunetul clopotelor, apoi s- 
a intrat în biserica mare, unde erau prezenţi Prea 
Cuvioşii Monahi de la Mânăstirea Înălţarea Domnului 
din Detroit, Prea Cuvioasele Maici de la Mânăstirea 
Adormirea Maicii Domnului din Rives Junction, Michi- 
gan, precum şi credincioşii veniţi cu această ocazie. 

Au participat un număr de 15 preoţi şi 6 diaconi: 

Cont. la pag. 20 
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BISERICA ORTODOXĂ ROMÂNĂ, “SFÂNTUL 
GHEORGHE” DIN Toronto, ONTARIO, A 
SĂRBĂTORIT 50 DE ANI DE EXISTENŢĂ 


Duminică 26 septembrie 2004, Parohia Ortodoxă 
Română Sfântul Gheorghe din Toronto, s-a îmbrăcat 
în haină de aleasă sărbătoare. În aceste zile, s-au 
împlinit 50 de ani de când Dumnezeu a binecuvântat 
înfiinţarea aceastei parohii, la început cu mari greutăţi 
şi încercări, fiind doar câţiva oameni de suflet care au 
dorit să aibă biserica lor unde să-şi plece genunchii şi 
unde să ceară ajutor şi binecuvântare de la Dumnezeu. 

Parohia a fost organizată cu multă jertfelnicie de 
către Prea Cucernicul Preot Nicolae Zelea, cel care a 
pus bazele înfiinţării, cu binecuvântarea de atunci a 
Inalt Prea Sfintitului Arhiepiscop de pioasă amintire 
Valerian Trifa. După retragerea la pensie a Părintelui 
Nicolae Zelea, greaua misiune de păstor sufletesc i-a 
revenit Prea Cucernicului Preot loan Bunea, care con- 
duce cu multă dăruire şi părintească dragoste, 
comunitatea parohiei Ortodoxe Române Sfântul 
Gheorghe din Toronto, cunoscându-se sub vrednica 
sa păstorire, deosebite realizări: s-a pictat biserica, iar 
tot mobilierul din interior precum şi măreaţa 
catapeteasmă au fost aduse din România. Numărul 


mare de credincioşi care frecventează astăzi biserica, 
au contribuit la înfrumusețarea ei şi, fiecare a dăruit 
ceva din prisosul inimii lui. Pentru dragostea şi 
activitatea deosebită, desfăşurată în parohia Sf. 
Gheorghe, Prea Sfinţitul Episcop Irineu, i-a oferit 
Părintelui loan Bunea cu ocazia vizitei la Toronto din 
18 iulie 2004, înalta distincţie de Iconom Stavrofor. 
Sărbătoarea aniversară a început de sâmbătă 
dimineaţa pe 25 septembrie 2004, când parohia a 
organizat în centrul oraşului Toronto un mare festival 
românesc, la deschiderea căruia a fost prezent şi Prea 
Sfinţitul Irineu, binecuvântând grupurile de artişti veniţi 
din România cât şi pe cei locali, dintre care amintim: 
Corala Armonia din Toronto, echipa de dansuri populare 
Voinicii de pe lângă parohia Sf. Gheorghe, parada 
costumelor populare din mai multe regiuni ale 
României. S-a servit apoi mâncare tradiţională 

românească. 
Sâmbătă seara, înainte de Vecernie, în prezenţa 
Înalt Prea Sfintitului Arhiepiscop Nathaniel, Prea 
Cont. la pag. 20 
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Ot aes hike Bek Be 


Biserica Ortodoxa ... 


Cont. de la pag. 19 | 
Sfinţitul Episcop Irineu a slujit slujba parastasului 
pentru toţi ctitorii, binefăcătorii şi enoriaşii acestei 
parohii mutaţi la Domnul, după care a urmat slujba 
Vecerniei la care a slujit Prea Sfinţitul Irineu, împreună 
cu preoţii: loan Bunea, Ionel Cudriţescu, Dumitru 
Ichim, Mihai Cociu, loan Pop, Daniel Zaharia, Viorel 
Tencaliuc, Lucian Puscariu, lerodiaconii: lustin Stoian 
şi Sebastian Dumitraşcu, precum şi Ipodiaconii: Tho- 
mas Rosco, loan Bogdan şi Tiberiu Angelescu. La 
sfârşitul slujbei de seară, a avut loc în măreaţa biserică 
un program religios, susţinut de trei corale religioase 
din Toronto: Vox Dacis (corul bisericii Sf. Gheorghe), 
Armonia şi Agni Parthene, iar în încheiere a urmat o 
agapă frăţească în sala socială a parohiei (Sala Dacia). 

Duminică dimineaţa la ora 10, înalții Ierarhi au fost 
întâmpinați cu multă bucurie de mulţimea de 
credincioşi, veniţi să primească binecuvântare şi să se 
bucure deplin de sărbătoarea aniversării. Deşi înaintat 
în vârsta şi bolnav, părintele Nicolae Zelea a dorit să 
fie prezent la Sfânta Liturghie. Inalt Prea Sfinţitul 
Arhiepiscop Nathaniel, a binecuvântat în “citeţ” pe 
domnul Tony Lupu, care a fost cantor toată viaţa şi a 
avut bucuria să fie unul dintre fondatorii bisericii. 
După săvârşirea Dumnezeieştii Liturghii, Prea 
Cucernicul Părinte Iconom Stavrofor loan Bunea, 
parohul Bisericii Sf. Gheorghe, a rostit un cuvânt prin 
care a mulţumit lerarhilor pentru participarea la 
aniversare şi, a făcut o dare de seamă a activităţilor, 
multumind lui Dumnezeu, tuturor fondatorilor şi 
oamenilor de bine care au ajutat şi ajută parohia Sf. 
Gheorghe. Predica zilei a fost ţinută de Prea Sfinţitul 
Irineu, iar la încheiere, Inalt Prea Sfinţitul Arhiepiscop 
Nathaniel a felicitat credincioşii cu ocazia aniversării. 

La Sfânta Liturghie a participat din partea Statului 
Român, Domnul Nicanor D. Teculescu, Consul 
General la Toronto, din partea Ambasadei de la Otawa, 
D-l Consilier Cristian Matei, iar din partea Guvernului 
Federal de la Otawa, Excelenţa Sa D-l Alan Tonkes cu 
soţia. 

Banchetul aniversar a avut loc la “*Meridian Ban- 
quet Hall” unde au participat peste 600 de persoane 
într-o atmosfera deosebit de plăcută; s-au ţinut 
cuvântări, s-au depănat amintiri, s-au rostit poezii, 
muzică românească şi cântece de suflet. S-a aplaudat 
îndelung la adresa Părintelui Nicolae Zelea şi a 
Părintelui loan Bunea, dovadă a dragostei şi pretuirii 
credincioşilor pe care i-au păstorit şi îi păstoresc în 
prezent. 

Nu în ultimul rând, aducem multumirile noastre 
Consiliului Parohial şi Domnului Preşedinte Dan Chirtu, 
care s-a implicat cu mult suflet la buna desfăşurare a 
aniversării, iar credincioaselor doamne de la Reuniunea 
Doamnelor, le mulţumim şi le felicităm din toată inima 
pentru frumoasa organizare. 

Mulţi şi binecuvantati ani, preoţilor şi credincioşilor 
Parohiei Ortodoxe Române “Sf. Gheorghe” din Toronto, 


20 RUGATI-VA SI LUCRATI PENTRU UNITATE ORTODOXĂ IN AMERICA DE NORD 


cu ocazia celor 50 de ani de existenţă şi mărturisire 


Ortodoxă Românescă pe acest continent. 
lerodiacon Sebastian Dumitraşcu 


Cuvânt de Suflet 


Cont. de la pag. 17 
rugăciunea acatistului Sfântului Acoperământ al Maicii 
Domnului precum cele din final, ce zic: “ ... Prea 
Sfântă Stăpână, de Dumnezeu Născătoare Fecioară, 
întru-tot-lăudată, nu înceta a te ruga pentru nevrednicii 
robii tăi, ca să ne izbăvim de sfatul celui înşelător şi 
de toată primejdia; şi să fim paziti nevatamati de toată 
lovirea cea înveninată a diavolului; ci până în sfârşit 
cu rugăciunile tale păzeşte-ne pe noi neosândiţi. Ca 
prin paza şi cu ajutorul Tău fiind mântuiţi, slavă, 
laudă, mulţumită si închinăciune, pentru toate, să 
înălţăm Unuia în Treime Dumnezeu, Ziditorul tuturor, 
acum şi pururea şi în vecii vecilor. Amin.” 

+ IRINEU, Episcop Vicar. 


Hramiliasy atc. o 


Cont. de la pag. 18 

P.Cuv.Arhim.Mihail Filimon, Staretul Mânăstirii 
Înălţarea Domnului, P.Cuv.Arhim.Roman Braga, P.C. 
Protos. Lucian Coroi, P.C. lerom. Nicolae Peicu, P.C. 
Protopopi Simion Pavel şi Laurenţiu Lazar, P.C. Preoţi 
Romey Rosco, Dennis, Vasile Bârsan, Adrian Fetea, 
Georgel Oancă, Anton Frunză, Roşu Eugen şi Vasile 
Ciceu, Arhid. David Oancea, lerodiaconii lustin Stoian, 
Neonil Furdui, Sebastian Dumitraşcu, Diaconii Horaţiu 
Bălănean, Sabin Pop şi ipodiaconii Tom Rosco si 
loan Bogdan. Răspunsurile la Sfânta Liturghie au fost 
date de grupul de studenţi teologi, condus de Cosmin 
Antonescu şi John Lazar. În predica sa, Înalt Prea 
Sfinţitul Arhiepiscop Nathaniel a vorbit depre 
semnificaţia sărbătorii. 

La încheiere, Prea Sfinţitul Irineu a slujit slujba 
parastasului pentru pomenirea Prea Sfintitului Episcop 
Policarp, ctitorul Vetrei, pentru Înalt Prea Sfinţitul 
Arhiepiscop Valerian şi pentru toţi bunii creştini care 
se odihnesc în cimitirul de la Vatra, donatori, ctitori şi 
binefăcători. A urmat o agapă creştinească oferită cu 
multă dragoste de Familia Virgil şi Emilia Barbu, 
ajutaţi şi de D-na Biliboacă Virginia, cărora le 
mulțumim şi rugăm pe Dumnezeu să le primească 
dragostea şi jertfa lor. Mulţumim pe această cale tuturor 
preoţilor şi credincioşilor care cu dragoste s-au ostenit 
să fie prezenţi la această sărbătoare, iar Maica Domnului 
să le primească dragostea şi să le asculte rugăciunile. 
Cu nădejdea în purtarea de grijă a lui Dumnezeu, 
rugăm pe Maica Domnului să ne ajute ca la următorul 
Hram din anul viitor, să fim tot mai mulţi prezenţi, să 
aducem cinstire şi preamărire Maicii Domnului, Maica 
noastră duhovnicească a tuturor. 

lerodiacon Sebastian Dumitraşcu 
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O PREZENŢĂ ABSOLUT NECESARĂ 
ÎN CASA NOASTRĂ - 
THE ORTHODOX STUDY BIBLE 


Una din componentele educaţiei copilului în America 
este povata de a nu vorbi cu străinii. Ironia este că 
omul modern previne pe copilul lui de un necaz provocat 
de un străin din afară, dar în centrul casei aduce 
copilului şi familiei pe un străin mult mai periculos - 
televizorul. Nu cred că există o singură casă fără cel 
puţin un televizor. 

Nu vreau să fiu rău înțeles. Televizorul este un 
lucru cu două tăişuri. Nu putem spune că un ceai e 
ceva rău pentru copil, dar el are nevoie şi de altceva. 
Dacă medicii ne avertizează că ar fi o anomalie şi 
dezastru pentru sănătatea copilului să-l hrănim numai 
cu ceai, de ce nu ne-am gândi că fiii şi fiicele noastre 
au nevoie de ceva în plus pe lângă televizor. La aceasta 
m'am gândit când am primit “The Orthodox Study 
Bible”. Dacă în fiecare casă există un televizor cel 
puţin, de ce nu ar există şi această carte absolut necesară 
în casa noastră? Cine să ne îndrepte copiii? Cine să ni- 
i întoarcă după ce i-am pierdut? 

“The Orthodox Study Bible” are în componenţă 
Noul Testament şi Psalmii şi este editată în limba 
engleză de un colegiu redacţional compus din 
arhiepiscopi, mitropoliți, episcopi şi teologi ortodocşi 
de mare prestigiu. Ceea ce face această operă să fie 
unică este faptul că se oferă cititorului ca un pedagog, 
în sensul etimologic. Fiecare carte din Noul Testa- 
ment are un istoric, o prezentare de ce, cum şi pentru 
cine a fost scrisă. Deosebit de interesante sunt 
infranotele documentare care lipsesc din alte biblii 
apărute în limba engleză şi mă simt dator să avertizez 
că multe din aceste alte biblii au greşeli de traducere 
care, făcute cu intenţie sau fără intenţie, schimbă radi- 
cal radical înţelesul biblic putând duce chiar la blasfemii. 
““The Orthodox Study Bible” cuprinde aproape tot ce 
este necesar unui creştin orthodox. Găsim articole şi 
studii despre Biserica Ortodoxă şi Biblie, Biblie şi 
Tradiţie, rugăciuni de dimineaţă şi de seară, cum se 
citeşte Biblia, cum poate fi interpretată, armonia dintre 
evanghelii, concordanţă, glosar, istoricul Bisericii 
Ortodoxe etc. 

Lucrarea este absolut necesară fiilor noştri şi fiicelor 
noastre care s'au născut pe continentul American şi 
care, vrem să acceptăm sau nu, citesc şi înţeleg mai 
bine ceea ce citesc în limba engleză decât în limba 
română. Să vorbim româneşte în casă, dacă e posibil 
să-i învăţăm pe copii să citească în limba română, dar, 
să fim realişti: dacă îi dăm unui tânăr născut pe 
continentul American să citească şi să aprofundeze 
Biblia în limba română, în cel mai fericit caz ne va 
mulțumi politicos, se va uita putin prin ea sau, să ne 
facă fericiţi, va citi câteva rânduri cu glas tare, apoi, 
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spunând că o ia în camera sa să o studieze mai bine, 
o va pune pe raftul bibliotecii şi acolo va sta neatinsă. 
E adevărat că avem o datorie faţă de limba română, 
dar avem şi o datorie fata de Dumnezeu. Copilul 
nostru trebuie să studieze Biblia în limba pe care o 
înţelege mai bine şi dacă această limbă este engleza 
avem datoria să-l ajutăm să studieze Biblia în limba 
engleză, mai ales că avem norocul de a avea această 
admirabilă lucrare “The Orthodox Study Bible” care, 
pe lângă faptul că nu are multele greşeli de traducere 
cum au bibliile altor “biserici”, îi mai dă tânărului şi 
ajutorul necesar pentru a înţelege mai bine textele 
respective. 

Grafic lucrarea este o bijuterie, în special icoanele 
bizantine reproduse la un înalt standard cromatic. 

Vrei copilul tău să rămână creştin? Daruieste-i “The 
Orthodox Study Bible”! Se poate procura de la 
Episcopia Ortodoxă Românească de la Vatra. Este cel 
mai frumos cadou pe care poţi să îl faci copilului tău, 
iar ca părinte eşti curat în fata lui Dumnezeu că ţi-ai 


făcut datoria creştină. 
Pr. Dr. Dumitru Ichim 
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A.R.F.O.R.A. A PARTICIPAT LA 
ÎNTÂLNIREA FEMEILOR ORTODOXE DIN 
AMERICA DIN LIGONIER, PENNSYLVANIA 


Între 10-12 Septembrie s-a ţinut o Conferinţă a 
Femeilor Ortodoxe din America la Centrul de Studii 
al Satului Antiohian din Ligonier, Pennsylvania. Tot 
aici a avut loc acum 10 ani Întâlnirea Episcopilor 
Ortodocşi din America, unde s-a discutat viitorul 
Bisericii Ortodoxe în America, spre a deveni o Biserică 
unită din punct de vedere administrativ. 

Întâlnirea a fost sponsorată de “Women’s Orthodox 
Ministries & Education Network” şi de satul Antiohian. 
La Conferinţă au fost invitate femeile creştine ortodoxe 
din toate jurisdictiile pentru a discuta despre locul şi 
rolul femeii în viaţa Bisericii. 

Comitetul de organizare a invitat ARFORA 
(Asociaţia Reuniunilor Femeilor Ortodoxe Româno- 
Americane) să participe la recepţia de vineri seara, 10 
septembrie, unde s-a discutat despre contribuţia 
importantă a femeilor credincioase în viaţa Bisericii 
Ortodoxe. La Conferinţă, reprezentanta ARFORA a 
avut ocazia să vorbească despre modul în care femeile 
pot contribui şi care este cea mai bună metodă de a 
servi Biserica. Aportul adus de organizaţia femeilor 
ortodoxe române din America, ARFORA, a fost scos 
în evidenţă şi dat ca model pentru mesajul Conferinţei. 
ARFORA demonstrează felul în care membrele 
individuale îşi folosesc talentele şi lucrând împreună 
au un efect pozitiv asupra vieţii altora. Din punct de 
vedere istoric, reputaţia acestei organizaţii în serviciul 
adus comunităţii este un exemplu pentru toate femeile 
care caută cel mai bun mijloc de a servi Biserica şi 
credinţa Ortodoxă. 

“FEMEI ... Unde sunteţi voi în viata Bisericii?’’ a 
fost tema conferinţei. Folosind metode educaţionale 
interactive, cei care au luat cuvântul, cât şi instructorii 
de seminare au încercat să ajute femeile să descopere 
talentele spirituale, să identifice darul dat de Dumnezeu 
creştinilor ortodocşi şi au încercat să călăuzească 
femeile în a înţelege ceea ce cere Dumnezeu de la noi 
toţi. 

Week-endul a început vineri cu “Ministry Fair” şi 
o recepţie unde a participat şi Mitropolitul Maximos 
de la Arhiepiscopia Grecească adresând câteva cuvinte 
celor prezente. Inalt Prea Sfintia Sa a spus că este 
fericit ştiind că această conferinţă arată unitate ortodoxă, 
şi a comparat femeile creştine orotodoxe cu Sf. Petru 
pentru puterea în credinţa de care dau dovadă. De 
asemenea, a amintit de întâlnirea istorică a Episcopilor 
Ortodocşi din America care a avut loc în aceeasi 
localitate cu 10 ani in urmă, care în multe privinţe se 
aseamănă cu această conferinţă. La sfârşit, Mitropolitul 
a binecuvântat femeile prezente şi s-a rugat pentru 
unitatea Bisericii. 
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La “Ministries Fair” au fost reprezentate trei 
organizaţii naţionale: Arhiepiscopia Greacă reprezentată 
de Sylvia Vitsas, preşedinta regională a Mitropoliei 
din Pittsburgh, femeile antiohiene reprezentate de Psa. 
Joanne Abdalah (North American Project Board) din 
zona Pittsburgh, PA, şi ARFORA reprezentată de 
Preşedinta Naţională, Louise Gibb. La acest eveniment, 
au fost prezentate broşuri şi diverse informaţii despre 
organizaţiile respective şi au fost invitate să vorbească 
despre organizaţia pe care o reprezintă. 

După vecernie şi cină, Preşedinta Conferinţei, 
Demetra Jaquet, a adresat cuvinte de bun venit şi a 
prezentat un sumar al conferinţei. Prima prezentare cu 
titlul “Să descoperi darurile tale spirituale” a fost 
susținută de Dr. Anthony Bashir şi a fost urmată de 
întrebări şi răspunsuri. 

Sâmbătă, 11 septembrie, s-a ţinut un serviciu me- 
morial pentru comemorarea tragediei din 11 septembrie, 
dupa care a avut loc dejunul şi înregistrarea. Vorbitorul 
principal a fost Dr. Helen Creticos Theodoropoulos 
care a abordat tema “Chemati în scopul lui Dumnezeu: 
Credinţă, Transformare şi Serviciu”, care a fost urmată 
de întrebări şi răspunsuri. După masa de prânz, 
doamnele prezente au participat la unul din grupurile 
de discuţii oferite pe diferite teme. După masă s-a 
continuat cu o prezentare făcută de Demetra Jaquet cu 
tema “Ai curaj să propaghezi credinţa?”, urmat de 
întrebări şi răspunsuri. După cină au avut loc 6 grupuri 
de discuţii şi studii. Duminică, toţi cei prezenţi au 
participat la Sf. Liturghie, după care s-a servit prânzul 
şi s-a mulţumit comitetului de organizare. 

Ca reprezentantă a organizaţiei ARFORA, am fost 
impresionată de unitatea creştină ortodoxă şi prietenia 
de care s-a dat dovadă la Conferinţă. Au fost prezente 
peste 60 de femei, fiecare venind să înveţe, să fie 
inspirată, şi în sfârşit, să fie încurajată în a descoperi 
bucuria nemărginită reflectată în slava lui Dumnezeu 
şi pentru a fi folosită ca instrument pentru lucrările lui 
Dumnezeu pe pământ. 

Louise Gibb, 
Preşedinta Naţională ARFORA 
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EDUCAREA CREŞTINĂ A FAMILIEI 


Acoperământul Maicii Domnului 
Sfântul Apostol Toma 


Pe vremea împăratului Leon cel înţelept, în biserica 
Prea Sfintei Născătoare de Dumnezeu din Vlaherna, 
Constantinopol (biserica Vlahilor din Constantinopol) 
sfinţii Andrei şi Epifanie au avut o viziune care a fost 
menită să îi încurajeze pe credincioşi să nu se teamă 
pentru că Maica Domnului ţine întreaga omenire sub 
acoperământul ei, ocrotind-o. După ce s-a făcut 
priveghere toată noaptea, *... ca la patru ceasuri de 
noapte fiind, Sfântul Andrei cel nebun după Hristos 
şi-a ridicat ochii în sus împreună cu ucenicul său, 
Fericitul Epifanie, şi au văzut pe împărăteasa cerului, 
pe ocrotitoarea a toată lumea, pe Preafericita Născătoare 
de Dumnezeu, stând în văzduh şi rugându-se, strălucind 
de lumină şi acoperind pe popor cu cinstitul său omofor, 
înconjurată de oşti cereşti şi de mulţime de sfinţi, care 
stăteau în haine albe cu cucernicie în jurul ei; din care 
doi erau mai aleşi, Sfântul Ioan Înaintemergătorul şi 
Evanghelistul loan. lar cele cu umilinţă graiuri ale 
rugăciunii ei către iubitul său Fiu, şi Dumnezeul nostru 
lisus Hristos, acestea s-au auzit: “Împărate ceresc, 
primeşte pe tot omul cel ce Te slăveşte pe Tine şi 
cheamă în tot locul Preasfânt numele Tău; şi unde se 
face pomenirea numelui meu, acel loc il sfinteste, şi 
preamăreşte pe cei ce Te preamăresc pe Tine, şi pe cei 
ce cu dragoste mă cinstesc pe mine Maica Ta. Primeste- 
le toate rugăciunile şi fagaduintele şi-i izbăveşte din 
toate nevoile şi răutăţile.>>” (Vieţile Sfinţilor de peste 
tot anul). Acoperământul Maicii Domnului se 
sărbătoreşte în fiecare an pe 1 Octombrie. 

Sfântul Apostol Toma se sărbătoreşte în fiecare an 
pe 6 Octombrie. El este cel care nu a crezut că lisus 
Hristos a înviat până nu I-a atins rănile, această atingere 
fiind pentru cei ce se îndoiesc dovada materială a 
învierii Domnului. După Pogorârea Sfântului Duh, 
prin tragere la sorţi, Sfântului Toma i-a căzut să meargă 
să propovăduiască evanghelia în India. Aici a întors la 
Dumnezeu multi necredinciosi şi i-a învăţat pe mulţi 
calea cea dreaptă. Împăratul Gundafor al Indiei căutând 
un zidar care să-i construiască nişte palate deosebit de 
frumoase, sfântul Toma i-a spus că el îi poate zidi 
astfel de palate. Împăratul i-a arătat locul unde să facă 
zidirea apoi i-a dat mult aur pentru a face construcţia. 
Sfântul Toma, însă, a împărţit tot aurul la săraci şi în 
loc să construiască palate, propovăduia Evanghelia 
învăţându-i pe oameni, botezându-i şi făcând multe 
minuni. După un timp, împăratul, a cerut să-şi vadă 
palatele, dar Sfântul Toma i-a spus că nu le poate 
vedea în lumea aceasta ci abia în lumea cealaltă. Atunci 
împăratul s-a înfuriat atât de tare încât l-a aruncat în 
închisoare atât pe Sfântul Toma cât şi pe cel ce i-l 
recomandase, condamnându-i la moarte. In noaptea 
aceea fratele împăratului a murit şi îngerul Domnului 
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i-a luat sufletul şi l-a înălţat în locaşurile cele cereşti. 
Si înconjurând acele lăcaşuri, îi arăta multele palate 
minunate, frumoase şi luminoase; şi erau unele mai 
frumoase şi mai luminoase decât altele, ale căror 
frumuseți nu este cu putinţă a le spune. Si îngerul a 
întrebat pe suflet, zicând: <<in care din aceste palate ai 
voi sa vieţuieşti?>> ar sufletul, privind spre cel mai 
frumos palat, a zis: «De mi s-ar da voie să petrec 
măcar într-un colţ al acestui palat, nimic nu mi-ar mai 
trebui.>>. lar îngerul a zis: <<Nu vei putea să petreci în 
aceste palate pentru ca sunt ale fratelui tău şi aceste 
palate au fost zidite de străinul Toma cu aurul care i 
s-a dat lui.>”. Sufletul a cerut voie să se întoarcă in 
trup. Intors la viaţă, fratele îi cere împăratului să-i dea 
lui palatele în schimbul averii lui. Împăratul, mirat, 
întreabă despre ce palate vorbeşte şi când fratele lui îi 
spune despre palatele din cer, împăratul refuză să i le 
vândă şi cere să fie adus Sfântul Toma din temniţă. 
Toma, venind, l-a învăţat pe împărat şi pe fratele său 
despre dreapta credinţă iar aceştia au primit cu bucurie 
învăţătura şi s-au botezat. Sfântul Toma a murit ca 
martir fiind străpuns cu săbiile de către 5 soldaţi deodată, 
din ordinul lui Muzdie, împăratul Calamidiei. Sfântul 
Toma a făcut multe minuni chiar şi după moartea sa. 
Chiar şi împăratul Muzdie s-a botezat după ce fiul său 
a fost vindecat prin rugăciunile Sfântului Toma care 
din ordinul lui fusese ucis. Deşi moaştele Sfântului 
fuseseră mutate de credincioşi în Mesopotamia, la 
mormântul unde fusese îngropat Sfântul Toma s-au 
făcut multe minuni. 
Intrebări pentru părinţi: 
- Credem noi cu tot sufletul că Sfânta Fecioară Maria 
ne ocroteşte şi alergăm la dânsa ca la o mamă să- 
i cerem ajutorul când suntem la necaz? Avem icoana 
Sfintei Fecioare Maria în casă şi ne rugăm în faţa 
ei, cerând ajutor şi îndrumare de la Maica Domnului 
şi Maica noastră a tuturor? I-am învăţat pe copiii 
noştri, de mici, să facă aceasta sau, când erau mici 
cereau ajutor de la Superman, Spider Man, E.T. 
etc., iar acum, când au crescut, ne e frică să nu râdă 
de noi că ne închinăm la ceva ce ei nu înţeleg? E 
bine ca, copiii să înveţe de mici despre Maica 
Domnului, dar dacă am greşit şi nu i-am învăţat 
până acum, nu trebuie să disperăm. Chiar cu riscul 
de a nu fi luaţi în serios de la început, chiar dacă 
întâi or să fie puţin ironici, dacă perseverăm şi le 
spunem azi odată, mâine încă odata, poimâine încă 
odată, etc. pâna la urmă nu se poate să nu ne ia în 
serios. Chiar dacă, poate, dintr-un simţ al contradictiei 
prea dezvoltat la adolescenţi, pe moment, tinerii o 
să apară indiferenți la ce le spunem, în sufletul lor 
Cont. la pag. 24 
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Cont. de la pag. 23 
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o să-şi pună întrebări şi mai devreme sau mai târziu 
o să înţeleagă. Când este atâta dezinformare referitor 
la ce e bine şi ce e rău, datoria noastră de părinţi 
este să le dăm copiilor noştri toate informaţiile 
necesare pentru a duce o viaţă creştină. Facem noi 
aceasta? Acum suntem noi părinţi şi poate copii 
noştri apelează la noi când au un necaz dacă nu 
cumva apelează la prietenii răi sau la vânzătorii de 
droguri. Dar când noi nu vom mai fi, la cine o să 
apeleze copiii nostri? Nu este mai bine ca ei să ştie 
că au o maică în cer, pe Sfânta Fecioară Maria? Nu 
este mai bine să alerge la dânsa să-i ceară ajutorul, 
şi atunci când noi nu vom mai fi, dar şi acum, 
pentru că Maica din cer poate mult mai mult decât 
maica de pe pământ, dânsa fiind mult mai aproape 
de Dumnezeu şi fiind Maica Domnului nostru lisus 
Hristos. Tot ce trebuie să facem este să-i ajutăm pe 
copii să o iubească pe Maica Domnului. Este atât 
de greu să facem aceasta? Cei care avem copiii 
mici, să nu pierdem nici o clipă, să începem de 
acum să-i învăţăm şi să vedeţi cat de mult ne vor 
întrece ei în iubirea faţă de Maica Domnului. Cei 
care avem copiii mari, întâi să ne curăţăm noi, 
sufletele noastre, să iubim noi cu putere şi apoi o 
vor face şi copiii noştri. Şi dacă tinerii noştri au 
ezitări să ne rugăm noi pentru ei: "Doamne, ajută-i 
să creadă! Sfântă Fecioară Maria, ajută-i să te 
iubească!”. Dumnezeu nu va trece cu vederea 
rugăciunile părinților. 
Ne-am pregătit noi “palate în cer” şi i-am învăţat 
pe copiii noştri să facă aceasta sau am trecut cu 
vederea pe cersetorul din colt, pe bolnavii care nu 
au bani să-şi cumpere doctorii, pe vaduvele cu copii 
multi care nu au mâncare sa dea pruncilor, pe bătrânii 
din România care-şi duc traiul de pe o zi pe alta, pe 
femeile care avortează de frica sărăciei? Am ajutat 
noi, după putere, pe săraci sau “nu ne-am permis o 
asttel de cheltuială” pentru că vecinul are o maşină 
mai bună decât a noastră şi trebuie să strângem 
bani să luăm una mai bună decât a lui să-i arătăm 
noi cine suntem! Deşertăciunea deşertăciunilor: 
maşinile se strică sau ni le fură cineva sau, şi mai 
rău, avem un accident şi atunci ce s-a ales de toată 
munca noastră şi grija noastră şi mândria noastră 
deşartă? Şi ce vom spune când vom ajunge la Dreapta 
Judecată şi Dumnezeu ne va întreba: “Măi omule, 
din câte ţi-am dat, n-ai putut şi tu să dai ceva unui 
sărac? Că tot ce-ai avut, de la Mine ai primit!“ 
Haideţi, fraţilor, să ne mai gândim putin si dacă 
până acuma nu am făcut nimic, să ne rugăm la 
Dumnezeu să ne ierte şi măcar de acum începând 
să-i ajutăm şi noi pe cei nevoiaşi şi să-i învăţăm şi 
pe copii noştri să facă aceasta. 

Maica Preoteasă 
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